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(57) A system promoting a proper recycle of dis- 
carded article and contributing economization of energy 
consumption which will otherwise increase, reduction in 
the amount of wastes and prevention of environmental 
pollution due to harmful substances. A recycle system 
includes an input unit for inputting information concern- 
ing article, a storage for storing databases of irtforma : 
tion for reuse of the articles, a recycle processing 
method deciding processor for deciding a recycle 



processing for the article in accordance with recycling 
rules determined previously by referencing the informa- 
tion for the reuse of the article as contained in the data- 
base stored in the storage unit on the basis of the 
information concerning the article inputted through the 
input unit, and a recycle factory equipment control unit 
functioning as an output unit for outputting the result of 
the decision to a succeeding process. 



FIG. 5 



INPUT UNIT 



X*3 



INFORMATION 
OUTPUT TERMINAL] 
COUPUNG 
CONNECTOR 



WIRELESS 
| INFORMATION 
RECEIVER 



45 



46 



BAR CODE 
READER 



47 



34 



50 



ARTICLE 
INFORMATION 
STORAGE 
DRIVER 



RECYCLE METHOD DE CISION PROCESSOR UNIT 
31 



30y 



RECYCLE 
METHOD DECISION 

PROCEDURE 
EDITING MODULE 



RECYCLE 
METHOD DECISION 
MODULE 



33 

—tL 



RECYCLE 
METHOD DECISION 
PROCEDURE 



RECYCLE 
PROCESSING 
PROCEDURE 
GENERATING 

MODULE 



29 



STORAGE 
UNIT 



35 



1 

32 



ARTICLE 
SPECIFICATION 
INFORMATION 
DATABASE 



J 6 



350 



STATUTORY 
REGULATION/ 

STANDARD 
INFORMATION 

DATABASE 



MATERIAL/ 
PART-BASED 
RECYCLE 
METHOD 
DATABASE 



37 41 
| MARKET ] 

. information 
' IdatabaseJ 



39 



RECYCLING FACTORY 
FACIUTY CONTROL UNIT 



UNE 
CONTROLLER 



PROCESSING 
RESULT DISPLAY 
UNIT 



-42 



-38 



INFORMATION /-48 
OUTPUT PRINTER V* 



HISTORY 
INFORMATION 
ACCUMULATING 
UNIT 



f 



40 



79 



RECYCLE 
METHOD DECISION 
RESULT STORAGE UNIT 



Printed by Rank XercK (UK) Business Services 
2.13.13/3.4 



BNSDOC1D: <EP 0756238A1_I_> 



EP 0 756 238 A1 



w 



20 



55 



Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

far ^J^ n \-T n f° n re,3teS *L a discarded artic,e Processing system for carrying out treatments or processings 
for d,scarded articles (processings for making it possible to restore the discarded articles as resources i e recyX 
processing and waste disposal processing). • ' e - rec y cle 

BACKGROUND ART 

H M .S rett f re :^!T rd ^ artiCleS SUCh as discarded e,eclric aPP'iances for home use are collected and processed by 
SSSiTrT " 3 90vernment and i" nk dealers *W * ^rbage or waste processing busineS ^TuS 
£52 h ^ ^ ^ ° f m6talS SUCh 38 ir ° n - aluminum and * e ,ike are cycled as restart materials or sS 
S^v«*X e r!d^^r!!fnn reSen, *"* ^ SitUaB ° n - m °* " artiC,eS are of for reclamation or 

1^1 .^ h 9 9 y process,n 9 or treatment or atter fragmentation or cremation (incineration). As a conse- 
SST'JSl 8 hav r r ' Sen « S6 T S environmental P rab, ems. By way of example, in conjunction with the reclamation or 

SflL , n , 6 me 0 rrt, °; ed 3 PrOWem ° f Sh0rta9e 01 land ° r lot rec » uired therefor and Problems of soi. corZTnT 
^on and water polluton.S.m,lar.y. cremation of thediscarded articles encounters serious problerns such as air potZn 

for fhlZT?. t0 9 r r f ° n ° f 002 and the SuCh beins the ^rcumstances. there exists a great socUoenS 

to relSh!^ Pr Tr 9 T reCyC,G ° f diSCarded ■**• (r6USe ° ,the discarded article = as resources) inTd* 
to reduce the amount of wastes or make the most of the fossil fuel which is naturally limited 

amtenrLTZ* COnC6ived various reasons Promotion of the recycle of the discarded articles such as discarded 
appliances for home use or proper waste disposal processing has made little progress, one of the major reasons for 

^2 ?nd bY ^ ^ informati ° n neC6SSary for reahzin 9 the '«* cle oi *. discarded Si Sas cS- 

™£ri l^T^' SP ° Sa * *!• W3SteS ' S SCarC6ly aVai,able ln Practice - attem P fe for r «* cle Processing of the dis- 
carded articles or proper wastage disposal actually encounter difficulty in that the method or means for realizing such 

r^S^SSJ art ' d f are made as weM as 1,16 '""formation concerning presence or absence of harmful and/or 
hazardous materials or substances ,n the discarded articles. Consequently, most of the discarded articles are disposed 

nn f ^fh 3rt f !! ^ the I™ Pef WaS,e diSpOSa ' processin9 method is difficu « to acquire. By way of exanpte 
any one of the manufactured article contains little indication or information concerning a disassembling method corn- 
ponent parts and materials thereof. On the other hand, the manufacturer affords no system or fadfit? for prS'eSng 
Forthe reasons menti ° n «* above, many or most of the discarded articles are disposed of as SSaJe 
without undergoing any proper or appropriate recycle processing. 

inn mpfh^c 0 ?^ ? inVenti ° n l ° pr ° Vide 3 article recycling system for determining or decid- 

SUS k !!? 6 P™ 855 '" 08 P r °P er for various larded articles by making it possible to coHect, proc- 

a . V T 6ty ° f informati0n reqUir&d for P™**"* or treatments of the discarded artci^o 
thereby reduce the amount of wastes and make the much of limited fossil fuel resource. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

mJJ2 1*7 t0 nfT 1 !"? reCydin9 ° f <he discarded artic,es and realizing proper disposal processings or treat- 
r^cl rlo, d ' SCarded art,cles ' »• present Mention provides a manufactured article recycling system for deciding a 
T 9 2° PUrpOSC °' determinin 9 capabilHy/allowability of reuse of an article, which system includes a 
eS?rZ^ r t ^ inf ° rmati0n aff ixed to the artic,e > a *«Be means for storing a database of article reuse ori- 
2? ^ ^ correspondence to the information affixed to the article for reuse of the article, a recycle 
f 1 Ju " 9 3 reCyC ' e for article by referencing the article reuse oriented information of 

™ mo^f trT "11 "If 8t0ra9 ! mSanS ™ thS ° f the irrforma «on aHixed to the article inputted through the read- 
For ^ ^ ^ansfor outputting result of the decision made for the articleby the recycle decision means. 
•cJS^T T 9 d - eC ' SIOn reCyC ' e P rocessin 9 ^ the recycle decision means, there may be 

Fu^r deC,di " 9 ,he Pressing method proper or appropriate for the discarded article concerned. 

Tr 5 ! * thS artiC,e ' 1,16 artiCle ""^ be ^"'PP^ witn a memorv m *ans for storing as infor- 
SE^ST T? 3 I 6 3t 6351 SUCh information as 1,16 nam ^ of article, manufacturer name of the article, model 
m^l o r"^"^ date> manufacturin 9 n ""*er. and component parts of the article, and an o^S 

means for outputting the information stored in the memory means 

mPthrl! ^ZT m a Tfy If th6 PrSSent inV6nti0n ' artic ' e inform a tion required for deciding the recycle processing 
r^IS^X.^! abte ? the read ' n9 meanS - ^ thS artiC ' e information <«» ^ read by the reading means, there ma? 
be mentioned the information concerning at least the name of the article, the manufacturer name of the article the 
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model name of the article, manufactured date, manufacture ID number, component parts of the article and the like. The 
reading means for inputting the information concerning the article may be at least one selected from a group which con- 
sists of a connecting means connected to the article for reading information concerning the article, a radio receiver 
means for receiving the information concerning the article sent out from a radio transmitter means which is provided in 

5 association with the article, a keyboard for receiving the information concerning the article through key manipulation, a 
mouse used for receiving the information concerning the article, a bar code reading means for reading a barcode when 
information concerning the article is indicated by the bar code, and a driving means for driving memory means when 
the information concerning the article is stored in the memory means. 

The storage means may include as the database an article specifications information database for storing life limit 

10 information concerning a restoration-allowable life limit of the article, a statutory regulation/standard information data- 
base for storing statutory regulation information concerning the statutory regulations imposed on the manufactured arti- 
cles on an article-by-article basis and standard information concerning the standards previously established for the 
manufactured articles on an article-by-article basis, a material-based recycle processing method database which 
stores information concerning harmfulness or hazardousness of the materials of the component parts and recycle 

15 processing methods for the materials, respectively, a part-based recycle processing method database which stores 
recycle processing methods for the component parts, and a market information database which stores price information 
on the market of used articles for the article. 

The recycle decision means can make decision as to the proper recycle processing method or disposal processing 
method of the discarded article. For example, the recycle decision means can decide on the basis of the information 

20 concerning the article as inputted through the reading means as to whether or not the article satisfies condition that the 
article has a remaining life falling within the restoration-allowable life limit of the article as stored in the article specifica- 
tions information database, wherein when the remaining life of the article falls within the restoration-allowable life limit, 
the recycle decision means issues such recycle processing decision or judgement result which indicates that the article 
is subject to restoration as a restored article, and if otherwise, the recycle decision means issues such recycle process- 
es ing decision result while indicates that the article is subject to a disassembling processing for disassembling the article 
to individual component parts. 

Because the discarded article processing method decided is transmitted or messaged to the discarded article 
processing line by the processing result output means, appropriate recycle processing can be carried out in accordance 
with the processing decision result. The output means may include at least one of a voice output means for generating 

30 voice information, a video information output means for generating image information and a printing means for gener- 
ating printed information in order to output the results of the decision made by the recycle decision means. When the 
system further includes an equipment control unit for controlling facilities for executing the recycle processing on the 
basis of the result of decision made by the recycle decision means, it can control the equipment or facilities of the recy- 
cling factory, to thereby command the process for the disassembling works. 

35 As is apparent from the foregoing, by virtue of the above arrangements, the system according to the present inven- 
tion allows the appropriate recycle processing as well as the proper waste disposal processing, whereby reduction of 
the amount of wastes, suppression of generation of harmful wastes and economization of energy consumption can be 
achieved. 



AO BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



Figure 1 is a view for illustrating a recycling system (with routes extending from manufacturing to recycling) accord- 
ing to the present invention, Fig. 2 is a flow chart showing a recycle method decision procedure and a recycle process- 
ing executing procedure, Fig. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a recycle processing step decision procedure for component 

45 parts/assemblies after disassembling, Fig. 4 is a flow chart for illustrating a recycle processing method decision step for 
component parts/assemblies after disassembling, Fig. 5 is a view showing a configuration of a recycle processing 
method decision/recycle processing executing system, Fig. 6 is a view for illustrating, by way of example, a structure of 
a manufactured article, Fig. 7 is a view for illustrating, by way of example, data of article specifications information, Fig. 
8 is a view for illustrating, by way of example, data of article use or life history information, Fig. 9 is a view illustrating an 

so exemplary structure of an article, Fig. 10 is a view illustrating an exemplary structure of an article, Fig. 1 1 is a view illus- 
trating an exemplary structure of an article. Fig. 12 is a view showing an exemplary structure of an article, Fig. 13 is a 
view for illustrating conceptually an article information reading process in a recycling factory, Fig. 14 is a view for illus- 
trating conceptually a disassembling process in a recycling factory, Fig. 15 is a view for illustrating conceptually a dis- 
assembling process in a recycling factory, Fig. 16 is a view illustrating, by way of example, an article information read- 

55 out method, Fig. 1 7 is a view for illustrating, by way of example, an article information read-out method, Fig. 1 8 is a view 
for illustrating, by way of example, an article information read-out method, Fig. 19 is a view illustrating, by way of exam- 
ple, an article information read-out method, Fig. 20 is a view for illustrating, by way of example, an article information 
read-out method, Fig. 21 is a view for illustrating, by way of example, an article information read-out method, Fig. 22 is 
a view illustrating, by way of example, an article information read-out method, Fig. 23 shows a configuration of a recy- 
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cling system according to the present invention (with routes extending from manufacture of article to recycle/waste) 
™ L'^'^J ' I" 9 ' by W3y ° f eXample> 3 con,i 9 ura ' ion of a "cycling processing method decision/recycle 
nZT 9 ^JJV**? aCCOrdi " 9 10 present invention ' R 9- 25 is a view ^ "^strating a procedure to 
S^T"?. 8 d,SCarded l a . rt,cle - F, 9- 26 is a view s»™ing exemplary data of article specifications information (informa- 
5 -on of art.de disassembly method). Fig. 27 is a view for illustrating pictorially a disassembling or detaching 

Zll^ 2 ^ I 9 " 8 iS 3 ViW i,,ustratin 9- bv wav <* sample, a statutory regulation/Standard information data- 
base. F.g. 29 ,s a v.ew illustrating, by way of example, a material/part-based recycle processing method database Fig 

cr^\?r!nH Tlo y ^ * f amP ' 8, 3 martart information databa ^. Fig. 3! is a flow chart for illustrating a quality 
^ and , 32 15 a,low chart " lustrati "9 a processing procedure generating procedure (for recycle processing 
w other than article restoration processing). h we»»u iy 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be described by reference to the drawings 
iiiu^f.1!! a r V,6W 5 ' IOWS in reCyC ' ing manufactured ar tides according to the instant embodiment and 
wasS Tn^^nn^T? fr0m ^^"^"^toth^ecyclir^Ondusive of the disposal as the 

ZT^'l? « S 9 " y te n9 3 telev ' S,0n 35 an example ' a rec y clin 9 flow 0"9inating in a manufacturing factory 1 
w.l. be eluodated ,n a sequential order. In Fig. 1. articles are manufactured in the manufacturing factory 1 ofTgiven 

SSJ^L? a ?' P ? d t0 3 <l ?* uHon center 2 ( route 1 a >- A «er temporary storage at the disWbution center 2 Z 
articles are dehvered or transported to stores 3 (route 2a). where the articles are purchased by customers 4 (route 3a) 
Of course there ,s conceivable such a case where the articles are delivered directly to the customers 4. as in the case 
of a man shoppng or the lite (route 2b). The customer 4 will discard the article purchased from the store 3 after having 
used rt for a given period The articles as discarded (hereinafter referred to also as the discarded article and hence the 
Revision d.scarded ,s referred to as the discarded television) will follow a route in which the discarded articles are col 
? f ntmSted by 3 ' 0Cal ^cvernment, a tertiary industrial company or the like organization at a 
discarded article deposrt place 5 (route 4b) or a route in which the store 3 receives directly the discarded articles from 

Ic^f ^ f °:i end : n9 , * em t0 . *• diSCarded artCle P ,ace 5 »«* 3b > " the discarded article SpS 

Stt^M 1 a , rt ' C eS are u c,aSSi,ied ° n the 153518 <* a ****** or dass hereof or classified on a mateT-by- 
^^JSS^S^l i B artiC,eS - 11m « n ~- the discarded articles ara sent to recycling factories 6 and 7 
mm^i? T } " ?> 0na "^ therS ,S conceivable such a ^se in which the store 3 receives the discarded articles 
cZ 2^fZ^ 4 ° ?!^ d i , T dir6Ctly '° the reCyding fect ° ry 6 or 7 ( route 3c ° r 3d >- ln conjunction with the rec^ 
ri^^l^T ^ 0, : ecyc,in 9 factories * * conceived in dependence on whether the recycling facto- 
l^mntr^ T ? "f^™** basis or in to a plurality of manufacturers. In the case of the 

IZ^SSSJST 1 '"^i 1 ' ^ diSCard6d teleViSi ° n reCyCHn9 ,3Ct0ry 6 for individual manufacturer is 
assumS ? 8 Mn^SS r 3 part,cul ^ 1 ™ tor w manufacturer while the recycling factory 7 for mutti manufacturers is 
Z TZt£ 9 Capableof a ccommodat.ng the discarded televisions manufactured by plural unspecrfic manufactur- 
sis in cornrnon. 

to of the recycling factories 6 and 7, information as required is collected in accordance with recycling rules (1 ) 

to (6) mentioned here.nafter. whereon recycling methods are determined or decided for the individual diseased televi- 
frTnrt! 8 . 1!? !T ^ "T" foll0Wed reCyC ' 6 Drocessin 9S- At this juncture, with the recycling method, it is 
,K 3 T ° r6USing ,he diSCard6d artiCle - To * te end - each of the cycling factories 6 and^ 7 is 

r Z r J- ? , d,SCarded televisions, respectively. As is illustrated in Fig. 5 (which will be elucidated later on), the arti- 
aluS mJ^r ,S C °. rnpOSed °' an unit 34 ior «"P»tf "8 information concerning the articles as "an information 
acquiring means for making available a variety of information required for the decision mentioned above, a storage unit 
nn Lol da ' abaSes coining information required for the reuse of the articles, a recycle method decision proc- 
essor unit 29 for deciding a recycle processing for a given article in accordance with the recycling rules prepared pre- 

r^^„ ^ ' rrformat,on concerning the article inputted through the medium of the input unit 34. and a 

recycling factory faciMy control unrt 39 which serves as "an information transmitting means" for transmitting the result 

iStSSTiS - V - ! 6 deCiSi0 " UnH 29 10 3 succeedi "9 Process without fail and which 

mpth^ ? OUtPUt Un,t ,0r 9eneratin 9 the resu| t «* dedsion made for a given article as an output. The recycle 

Snl m^ S '° n PmC T° r u 9 inSta ' led in associa t ion with each of the recyding factories 6 and 7 deddes the recy- 
dmg method ,n accordance with the recyding rules (1) to (6) mentioned below and at the same time executes the 
processing relevant for the recycling method as decided while determining distribution/delivery routes for the articles 
undergone no processing as well as the articles having been subjected to the processing. 
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Recycling Rules 

(1) Discarded televisions are first classified into articles to be recycled as the reproduced or restored televisions for 
reuse and as the waste televisions incapable of restoration. 

5 The waste televisions incapable of restoration are to be subjected to disassembling on a component part basis, 

wherein the component parts are classified into following categories or classes (2) to (6), respectively. Namely, 

(2) component parts to be reused as parts (referred to as reuse-destined parts), 

(3) component parts to be reused as restored material, 

(4) component parts to be reused as energy resource (referred to as energy-recovery-destined part), 

to (5) component parts containing harmful/hazardous materials/substances and requiring special processing or treat- 
ment, and 

(6) component parts to be disposed of for reclamation. 

In this manner, the recycling rules are classified into six categories. In the case of the instant embodiment, the recy- 
15 cling rules are so stipulated that the discarded articles are to be effectively utilized to a possible maximum extent without 
disposal or throwing-away and cremation or burning. Next, in conjunction with the recycling rules (1) to (6) classified 
above, the article distribution/delivery routes following the processings in the recycling factories 6 and 7 will be 
explained by reference to Fig. 1 . 

20 (1) The discarded television to be recycled as the restoration-destined television is delivered to an article restoring 
factory 8 (route 6a). After having undergone article restoration processing in the article restoring factory 8, the tel- 
evision once discarded is again sent by way of the distribution center 2 (route 8a) to the store 3 (route 2a) as the 
restored television to be sold to the customer 4 (route 3a). After the use by the customer 4, the restored television 
is collected again as the discarded television, whereon the discarded television undergoes the recycle processing 

25 described above. 

(2) The reuse-destined parts are reused by way of the following routes, i.e.. (a) reuse-destined parts supplied to the 
article restoring factory 8 to be reused as parts of restored television (route 6b). (b) reuse-destined parts sent to 
the manufacturing factory 1 to be used as parts of televisions manufactured newly (route 6c), (c) reuse-destined 
parts sent to a part management center (part warehouse) 9 to be once stocked (route 6m) and thereafter sent to 

30 the article restoring factory 8 to be used as the parts for restored televisions (route 9a), (d) reuse-destined parts 
sent to the manufacturing factory 1 to be used as parts for televisions manufactured newly after stocking at the part 
stock/management center 9 (route 9b), (e) reuse-destined parts sent to a service station 1 1 where maintenance of 
the articles is performed to be thereby used as parts for maintenance after stocking at the part stock/management 
center 9 (route 9c), (f) reusedestined parts sent to a part manufacturer 10 (route 6d) to undergo proper services 

35 and thereafter sent to the article restoring factory 8 to be used as the parts for restored televisions (route 10a), (g) 
reuse-destined parts sent to the part manufacturer 10 for undergoing proper services and then sent to the manu- 
facturing factory 1 to be used as the parts in newly manufactured televisions (route 10b), (h) reuse-destined parts 
sent to the part manufacturer 10 for receiving proper services and sent through the part stock/management center 
9 (route 10c) to the article restoring factory 8 (route 9a), (i) reuse-destined parts sent to the part manufacturer 10 

40 (route 6d) for receiving the proper services and thereafter sent to the manufacturing factory 1 through the part 
stock/management center 9 (route 9b), and (j) reuse-destined parts sent to the part manufacturer 10 (route 6d) for 
undergoing proper services and then sent to the service station 11 via the part stock/management center 9 (route 
9c). 

(3) The discarded televisions to be reused as the restored material are pulverized or fragmentated in the recycling 
45 factories 6 and 7, whereon some of the fragmentated materials will be supplied to the manufacturing factory 1 as 

the material for new parts (route 6e) while the others will be sent to a material manufacturer 1 2 (route 6f). The mate- 
rial sent to the material manufacturer 1 2 undergoes a material restoration processing for performing a required 
treatment on the fragmentated material, whereon some of the processed materials will be sent to the manufactur- 
ing factory 1 as materials for new parts (route 12a) while the others will be sent to the part manufacturer 10 to be 
so used as the materials for new parts (route 1 2b). 

(4) Some of the discarded televisions to be reused as the energy resource are fragmentated or pulverized in the 
recycling factories 6 and 7 to be utilized as the energy resource in the same factory, some of the discarded televi- 
sions are delivered to the manufacturing factory 1 (route 6g) to be utilized as the energy resource in the manufac- 
turing factory 1 and the others are transferred to an energy-resource-destined material buyer 1 3 (route 6h). 

55 (5) Some of the parts containing harmful/hazardous materials and requiring special treatment will be treated prop- 
erly by the part manufacturer 10 (route 6k), some of them will be sent to a harmful/hazardous material processing 
factory 14 built to this end to undergo proper treatment (route 6i) and some will be sent to the harmful/hazardous 
material processing factory 14 by way of the part manufacturer 10 (route 10d). The parts supplied to the harm- 
ful/hazardous material processing factory 14 are classified into restoration-destined materials, energy-resource- 
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destined materials and waste materials after the treatment, whereon the restoration-destined materials are sent to 
the matenal manufacturer 12 (route 14a). while the energy-resource-destined materials are transferred to the 
energy-resource-destined material buyer 13 (route 14b) with the waste materials being disposed of for reclamation 
(route 14c). 

5 (6) The discarded televisions to be disposed of for reclamation undergo fragmentation in the recycling factory 6 or 

7. as occasion requires, to be disposed of at a landfill 15 (route 6j). 

In the foregoing, the flows of articles in the recycling thereof have been described. However, the above-mentioned 
flows are only for the purpose of exemplification. There may be conceived other various schemes By way of example 
10 in place of providing the recycling factory 6 and manufacturing factory 1 separately from each other, the recycling proc- 
ess may be implemented within the manufacturing factory 1 itself. Besides, the harmful/hazardous material processing 
factory 1 4 may be built integrally with the recycling factory 6 or 7. 

Next, the recycle method decision processing system installed in each of the recycling factories 6 and 7 will be elu- 
cidated. Figure 5 shows a configuration of a recycle method decision processing system incorporated in the manufac- 
is tured article recycling system according to the instant embodiment 

Referring to Fig. 5. the recycle method decision processing system includes a recycle method decision processor 
unit 29 for making decision as to the recycle processing method, an input unit 34 for inputting information, a recycling 
factory facilrty control unit 39 for controlling equipment and others installed within the recycling factory, a use history 
information accumulating unit 40 for accumulating use history information on an article-by-article basis, a storage unit 
350 for storing a database of information concerning the reuse of manufactured articles and a recycle method decision 
result storage unrt 79 for storing the results of the recycle processing methods decided or determined by the recycle 
method decision processor unit 29. 

The input unit 34 is equipped with undermentioned devices or facilities in order to cope with a variety of discarded 
articles. 

For dealing with the discarded article which includes an article information storage for storing article information 
and an article information output terminal for outputting the article information, there is provided an information output 
terminal coupling connector 43 which is connected to the article information output terminal of the article for reading out 
the discarded article information therefrom. 

For the discarded article which stores the article information and incorporates a function for sending out information 
with electromagnetic wave, there is provided an information receiver unit 44 for receiving by wireless the article infor- 
mation sent from the article. 

Further, for the discarded article equipped with a removable-type article information storage unit, there is provided 
an article information storage drive unit 50 for driving the article information storage unit in the removed state 

For the purpose of visually reading out the article information indicated on a housing or case of the discarded arti- 
cle, there are provided a keyboard 45 and a mouse 47 for allowing the article information to be inputted manually. 

A bar code reading device 46 is provided in order to read out and input the article information indicated in the form 
of a bar code on a housing or the like enclosure of the discarded article. 

The recycle method decision processor unit 29 further includes a recycle method decision module 31 which stores 
therein a recycle processing decision procedure 32 and a recycle procedure generating module 33 for generating a 
recycle processing method for the discarded article for which the recycle processing method has been determined or 
decided. Additionally, by taking into consideration the necessity of modifying the recycling rules and the recycle method 
decision procedure, as occasion demands, since new recycle processing methods will be developed from one to 
another with the optimal recycle processing method changing correspondingly, the system of concern is provided with 
a recycle method decision procedure editing module 30 in order to make it possible to correct or modify the recycle 
45 method decision procedure. 

Parenthetically, in conjunction with the recycling rules and the recycle method decision procedures based thereon 
it is advantageous from the viewpoint of management or administration to determine a section for managing the recy- 
cling rules and the recycle method decision procedures based thereon on a company-by-company basis to thereby 
manage en bloc generation of the recycling rules and the recycle method decision procedures, storage thereof as a 
database, correctron thereof and other relevant activities. In that case, the recycling factories 6 and 7 should be pro- 
vided with facility for accessing the database mentioned above in order to obtain the recycling rules updated latest as 
well as the recycle method decision procedure based thereon so that the recycling rules and the recycle method deci- 
sion procedure can be stored in a recycle method decision module 31 incorporated in the recycle method decision proc- 
essor unit 29 installed in each of the recycling factories 6 and 7. 

Besides, the recycling factory facility control unit 39 includes a processing result display device 38 for displaying the 
results of processings, a disassembling line control unit 42 for controlling disassembling-line facility for the recycling 
and an information output printer 48 for printing out the results of the processings and other data. 

As the databases to be stored in the storage unit 350. there may be mentioned a statutory regulation/standard 
information database 36 for storing information of various legal or statutory regulations and standards a material/part- 
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based recycle method database 37 for storing recycle processing methods on a material -by-material basis and on a 
part-by-part basis, an article specifications information database 35 for storing article specifications information and a 
market information database 41 for storing information concerning market prices of used articles, part demand informa- 
tion and the like. 

s The statutory regulation/standard information database 36 stores therein statutory regulation information and 

standards information in various countries, as can be seen from Fig. 28. The statutory regulation information is obtained 
from official gazettes or the like and stored in the statutory regulation/standard information database 36 internally of an 
enterprise concerned. Similarly, the information concerning the standards can be obtained from the organizations in 
charge of controlling the standards and stored in the database internally of the enterprise. In that case, it is preferred to 

w prepare the databases by arranging orderly the information on the basis of categories of the articles. Referring to Fig. 
28, the statutory regulation/standard information database 36 stores therein legal controls or statutory regulations in 
every countries of concern on an article-by-article basis. By way of example, concerning the legal control common to 
electric articles, there may be mentioned the Electric Appliance And Material Control Law, in which lead, specific f luor- 
ics and the like are stipulated as materials or substances whose use is statutorily inhibited. 

is On the other hand, a material/part-based recycle method database 37 is designed to store therein information con- 
cerning the recycle processing method on a material/part basis, as can be seen in Fig. 29. The recycle processing 
method information is also managed as a database implemented in the form of tables on a material/part basis internally 
of the enterprise. To this end, the material/part-based recycle method database 37 is so realized as to store the recycle 
processing method for each of the parts constituting an article as well as the recycle processing method for each of the 

20 materials of the parts constituting the article, as is shown in Fig. 29. By way of example, in the case where the article 
of concern is a color television, such a processing method is stored as a component parts-based recycle processing 
method that a cathode ray tube assembly or CRT ASSY which constitutes a part of the television is sent to a CRT-ded- 
icated processing factory after removal of belongings thereof such as a deflecting yoke and other. 

In the article specifications information database 35, there is previously stored the article specifications information, 

25 as shown in Fig. 7. This information is also stored orderly in the form of a database on the basis of manufacturer name, 
category of article, model name and others, respectively, internally of the enterprise. Referring to Fig. 7. the article 
specifications information is affixed to each of manufactured articles when they are shipped and may store category of 
article indicating name of the manufactured article, manufacturer name, model name, manufacture ID number and the 
restoration-allowable life limit as the basic information and additionally size, outer dimensions, weight and dissipation 

30 power as the design information as well as the name of component part, material thereof, material/part manufacturer, 
grade, weight, number, restoration-destined article, use history, part exchange date, etc., respectively, as the compo- 
nent part information. These article specifications information may be stored on an article basis or stored en bloc for all 
the articles as a database. 

In the market information database 41 , there are stored information concerning the market prices of the used arti- 
35 cles, stock information of the parts for maintenance, information concerning the demand for the articles of concern, etc., 
internally of the enterprise or company, as shown in Fig. 30. By way of example, the market information database 41 
stores therein the market prices of the used articles for each of the types of the articles so that the market price infor- 
mation can be obtained when the restored article such as the restored televisions are to be recycled as the used article, 
as can be seen from Fig. 30. Besides, the information concerning the market prices of the used component parts of the 
40 article is also stored so that the market prices of the parts can be made available when they are to be recycled as the 
used parts. 

Works for inputting the information into the individual databases as well as works for maintenance/management of 
the data such as correction or modification thereof may be performed internally of each enterprise as mentioned above. 
As an alternative, such works may be performed by a common organization established by a plurality of manufacturers 
45 of the same trade or by an official corporation. 

Next, description will turn to the recycle method decision procedure in the system described above. Figure 2 shows 
a recycle method decision procedure and a recycle processing executing procedure. 

Referring to Fig. 2, upon reception of a discarded television by the recycling factories 6 and 7, information concern- 
ing the discarded television inputted from the article specifications information database 35 shown in Fig. 5 is acquired 
so (step 201), whereon the recycle processing method for the discarded television is decided on the basis of the acquired 
information. For deciding the recycle processing method, it is first determined whether the discarded television can be 
restored as a useful article in a restoration capability decision step 203 which is composed of three steps mentioned 
below. ^ 

Step 203a for deciding whether or not the discarded television of concern satisfies the statutory regulation or stand- 
55 ards which are to be met for the resale. 

Step 203b for deciding whether or not the discarded television falls within a predetermined restoration-allowable life 
limit. Step 203c for deciding whether or not the discarded television can clear quality inspection standards determined 
previously. 

The discarded television which satisfies all the three conditions mentioned above is decided as the article which is 
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to undergo the article restoration processing (step 204). 

On the other hand, when any one of the three conditions mentioned above is not satisfied, the discarded article of 
concern is transferred to other recycle processing than the article restoration processing. More specifically, the recycle 
processing method is determined for each of component parts of the discarded article which can not pass the above- 
mentioned test, whereupon the relevant recycle processings are executed. In that case, however, the recycle method 
decision procedure becomes different in dependence on whether the discarded television of concern falls within the 
restoration-allowable life limit or exceeds that life limit. 

More specifically, in the step 203a, the discarded television which is decided as not satisfying the relevant statutory 
regulations and standards is then decided as to whether or not it falls within the restoration-allowable life limit (step 205) 
For the component parts of the discarded television which has not yet reached the restoration-allowable life limit deci- 
sion concerning the recycle processing of the component parts is made in a step 206 while for the component p^rts of 
the discarded television which is beyond the restoration-allowable life limit, decision as to the recycle processing is 
made in a step 207. For the discarded television which has been decided as not meeting the quality criteria in the step 
203c, the recycle processing methods for the component parts thereof are decided in a step 206 

Next, description will be directed to the recycle method decision procedures for the component parts undergone 
the decision processings in the steps 206 and 207. respectively. 

Figure 3 illustrates a recycle method decision procedure for component parts exited the step 206. 
At first, from the information concerning the component parts constituting the discarded television as well as the 
information concerning the disassembling of the discarded television which is stored in the article specifications infor- 
mation database 35, information concerning the parts and the assemblies which are separated when the discarded tel- 
evision is disassembled or decomposed is extracted for each of the parts and the assemblies (step 206a) whereupon 
decision is made as to whether the parts or the assemblies can be reused in a step 206b. The parts or the assemblies 
which satisfies both the conditions that the parts or the assemblies can be reused (206b1) and that the parts or the 
assemblies meet the statutory regulations and the standards to be satisfied (206b2) are decided as reusable part can- 
didates (206b3). On the contrary, unless any of the conditions mentioned above is satisfied, the processing proceeds 
to the step 206c where the other recycle processing method than the reusing of the component parts is determined for 
those which do not satisfy any one of the two conditions mentioned above. 

More specifically, the step 206c includes three steps mentioned below for determining the other recycle processina 
method for the parts or assemblies. 



(1) ft is decided whether or not the parts or assemblies of concern contain harmful material(s) and/or hazardous 
matenal(s) (206c1). The parts or assemblies containing the harmful/hazardous material(s) are decided as having 
to undergo special treatment or processing (206c9), while those containing no such material(s) are transferred to 
a succeeding decision processing step. 

(2) Decision is then made as to whether or not the parts and/or the assemblies of concern are mufti-material parts 
(206c2). When the parts and/or the assemblies are multi-material parts, it is then decided that fragmentation 
(shredding)/classification (sorting) processing is required for them (206c8), while those which are decided as not 
being the multi -material parts are transferred to a succeeding decision step. 

(3) It is decided whether the pars and/or the assemblies are those destined for restoration-destined material or for 
40 recovery of energy or for disposal as waste (206c3). 

The part and/or assembly satisfying the condition for the restoration-destined material are then decided as the 
resource for the restoration-destined material (206c5), while those satisfying the condition for the energy recovery are 
decided as the resource for recovering energy therefrom (206c6). whereas those satisfying none of the above condi- 
45 tions are decided as the waste parts (206c7). The recycle processing decisions are carried out for all the parts and/or 
the assemblies removed separately upon decomposition of the discarded television. 

In the foregoing, the contents of the recycle method decision procedure executed in the step 206 for the comoonent 
parts have been described. 

Next, description will turn to the recycle method decision procedure for the component parts undergone the 
so processing step 207. Figure 4 illustrates in detail the recycle method decision procedure executed in the step 207. The 
processing shown in Fig. 4 is designed to determine the processing methods for those component parts which exceed 
the restoration-allowable life limit. Consequently, the processing of Fig. 4 is equivalent to that shown in Fig. 3 except for 
the procedure starting from the step 206 and ending in the reusability decision step. 

Referring to Fig. 4, the information concerning the parts or assemblies separated or detached upon disintegration 
of the discarded televisions is derived from the information concerning the disassemble information of the discarded tel- 
evisions as well as the information concerning the component parts constituting the discarded televisions (step 207a) 
Thereafter, the recycle processing methods other than those for the reuse of the parts and the assemblies are decided 
(207b1 to 207b3), as described hereinbefore in conjunction with the step 206c, and then it is decided on the basis of 
the result of the decision processing mentioned just above whether the parts and/or the assemblies are for the restora- 
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tion-destined material or for the recovery of energy or for the fragmentation (shredding)/classification processing or 
alternatively for the specific treatments because of harmful materials and/or hazardous materials as contained (207b5 
to 207b9). This processing routine is executed for all the parts or the assemblies detached and separated from one 
another upon disassembling of the discarded televisions. 

5 Description will again be directed to the processing illustrated in Fig. 2. 

After the recycle processing methods have been determined for the component parts of the discarded television in 
the steps 206 and 207 as mentioned above, the discarded television is decomposed or disassembled on the basis of 
the disassemble information of the discarded television (step 208), and the component parts mentioned above are sep- 
arated or classified to be subsequently processed on the basis of the result of the component part recycle processing 

io method decision (step 209 to 223). The reuse-destined part candidates (step 209) are then checked or inspected as to 
the quality, whereon decision is made whether they can be reused or not (step 216), which in turn is followed by a part 
reuse processing (step 216), while lor those parts which can not be reused, decision is made as to what processings 
or treatments they have to undergo except for the reuse-destined processing (step 217), whereon the processing based 
on the result of the above decision is performed. At that time, for the assembly which is inhibited from the reuse, the 

75 recycle processing method is determined for each of the parts constituting the assembly. Thereafter, the parts which 
are not reusable undergo respective recycle processings in accordance with the result of the aforementioned decision. 

Of course, the parts and the assemblies separated or classified in dependence on the recycle processing methods 
(step 210 to step 214) are subjected to the corresponding recycle processings, respectively. Among them, in the recycle 
processing for the multi-material parts (resulting from the processing step 223), they are fragmentated to be subse- 

20 quently separated into the restoration-destined materials and the energy-recovery-destined materials. In this way, the 
recycle processing method decision/execution procedure is executed for the discarded article. The recycle processing 
method decision/execution in the instant system now under consideration is characterized in that such recycle process- 
ing methods are determined which exert adverse influence to the environment as little as possible while taking it into 
consideration to put the discarded articles into reuse without burning or disposing of them as the waste articles. In other 

25 words, the recycle processing methods are discriminatively determined to be subsequently executed in accordance 
with such "recycling rules" that discarded articles are transformed to restored articles to a possible maximum extent so 
long as the requirements imposed by the statutory regulations or the standards are satisfied, while for those discarded 
articles which can not be restored, the component parts or assemblies thereof which are reusable are processed to the 
state suited for the reuse, wherein those discarded articles from which no reusable parts or assemblies can be recov- 

30 ered are checked as to the possibility of reuse as the resource materials, while for those discarded articles having parts 
and assemblies which can not clear the requirements for the reuse as mentioned above are checked as to the possibil- 
ity of reuse as the materials for energy recovery (for oil extraction, conversion to ethanol, transformation to solid fuel 
material and, if otherwise, burning). Finally, the discarded articles as well as the component parts and/or assemblies 
thereof are disposed of as the waste for a landfill. 

35 Parenthetically, it will equally be possible to check the reusability of harmful articles as well as hazardous article 
after having conducted proper treatments on them. 

For the decision or determination of the recycle processing methods described hereinbefore, there are required 
databases for storing a variety of information or data. Next, description will be made of the information which is neces- 
sary for the decision or determination of the recycle processing methods. 

40 The information may generally be classified into four kinds of information, i.e., (1) article specifications information 
of discarded articles, (2) article use history information, (3) statutory regulation/standard information, (4) recycle 
processing method information on a part/material basis, and (5) market information. These kinds of information have 
respective contents and sources from which they can be acquired or available, as follows: 

45 {1) Article specifications information (details of which are illustrated in Fig. 7) 

■ r. 

(a) Basic Information 

Contents: manufacturer name, category of article, article name, model name, manufac- 

so tured date and manufacture ID number. 

Available information source: discarded articles 

(b) Design Information 

55 Contents: outer dimensions, weight, performance information (such as dissipation power), 

information of component parts (part number, part name, manufacturer, model 
name, material, material manufacturer, weight, information concerning harm- 
ful/hazardous parts, information concerning reusable part candidate, use history, 
etc.), disassembling method, assembling method, quality check method, etc. 
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Available information sources: discarded articles or article information database provided externally of the 

discarded article 

(2) Article Use History Information (details of which are illustrated in Fig. 8) 

Contents: power supply time duration, number of sequential times power supply have been 

turned on/off, environmental temperature at which manufactured article is used, 
etc. 

Available information sources: discarded articles, as described later on. 

(3) Statutory Regulation/Standard Information (details of which are illustrated in Fig. 28) 

Contents: statutory regulation/standard information to be abode by for dealing commercially 

the manufactured articles 

Available information source: statutory regulation/standard information database provided externally of dis- 
carded articles 

(4) Recycle Processing Method (details of which are illustrated in Fig. 29) 

Contents: information concerning recycle processing methods on a material/part basis. 

Available information sources: recycle processing method information database on a materialfcart basis provided 

externally of discarded articles 

(5) Market Information (details of which, i.e.. used article information, are illustrated in Fig. 30) 

Contents: information of market prices of used articles, part demand information, etc. 

Available information source: market information database of discarded articles provided externally thereof 

Next, exemplary modes of processings executed in the recycling factories 6 and 7 inclusive of the methods of 
acquiring the information of the types mentioned above will be described. 

It is first conceivable to impart the recycle-destined article with features or facilities mentioned below in order to 
make available easily the basic article information. 

Figure 6 illustrates, by way of example, a structure of a manufactured article. As can be seen in Fig. 6, the manu- 
factured article as illustrated is previously provided with an article specifications information storage unit 21b for storing 
the article specifications information such as mentioned above at (1), (a) and (b), an article use history information stor- 
age unit 21 g for storing the article use history information mentioned above at (2), and an article information output ter- 
minal 21h for outputting the information stored in the article specifications information storage unit 21b and the article 
use history information storage unit 21 g. In the manufacturing factory 1 shown in Fig. 1 , the article specifications infor- 
mation shown in Fig. 7 is previously stored in the memory constituting the article specifications information storage unit 
21b upon manufacturing of the article before shipping thereof. To this end, the article specifications information storage 
unit 21b is provided with an address header for storing addresses and headers stored at relevant addresses, respec- 
tively, and a data field divided into areas in correspondence to the addresses, respectively, for storing the article spec- 
ifications information for the individual headers allocated to the addresses, respectively, as can be seen in Fig. 7. In this 
conjunction, the items mentioned above at (1), (a) and (b) may be used as the headers, wherein each of the headers 
may include items to be stored. 

Next, description will be directed to a method of storing cumulatively the article use history information by referring 
to Fig. 8 which is a view for illustrating cumulative storage or accumulation of data of the article use history information. 

As is shown in Fig. 6, the article history information storage unit 21 g is equipped with a power supply on/off detect- 
ing unit 21c for detecting power supply on/off of the associated manufactured article, a power supply duration measur- 
ing unit 21 e for measuring a power supply duration elapsed from turn-on of the power supply to turn-off thereof, an 
environmental temperature detecting unit 21d for measuring the temperature of the article during a period in which elec- 
tric power is supplied and a history information accumulating unit 21f for storing article use history information such as 
power supply duration, number of times the power supply has been turned on and off, environmental or ambient tem- 
perature, etc. The power supply on/off detecting unit 21c. the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e and the envi- 
ronmental temperature detecting unit 21d may be provided externally of the article history information storage unit 21 g 
in place of providing them internally of the article history information storage unit 21 g. 

Data of the article use history information stored in the history information accumulating unit 21f is composed of (a) 
power-on times data, (b) power supply duration data and (c) flag data indicating whether or not the environmental tem- 
perature at which the manufactured article has been used or operated has exceeded a preset specified upper limit 



10 

<EP 07S6238A1_I_> 



EP0 756 238 A1 



value of the article, as can be seen from the data structure illustrated in Fig. 8. (a) The data indicating the power-on 
times is recorded or updated every time the power supply is turned on. (b) The power supply duration data is recorded 
or updated every time the power supply is tuned on and off. (c) The flag data indicating whether the preset specified 
upper limit value of the environmental temperature at which the article is operated or used is exceeded or not is set to 
5 "1" when the upper limit value of the environmental temperature is exceeded and, if otherwise, set to "0". Furthermore, 
when the flag data is set to "1 a time period during which the environmental temperature has exceeded the upper limit 
of the specification value is recorded as one of power supply duration data, for example, in such a manner as illustrated 
at (EXAMPLE 1) in Fig. 8. 

These data are detected and stored in the manners described below. When the power supply to an manufactured 

10 article of concern is started, the power supply on/off detecting unit 21c shown in Fig. 6 detects this power-on event to 
thereby activate a timer incorporated in the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e. At that time point, the power-on 
information is supplied to the history information accumulating unit 21 f through the medium of the power supply duration 
measuring unit 21 e, in response to which the history information accumulating unit 21 f records on the memory the 
instant number of times the power supply is turned on. In the "EXAMPLE 2" shown in Fig. 8, it is assumed that the 

75 power supply is turned on second time. Accordingly the preceding power-on sequential times data "1 " (i.e., data stored 
at the address (a) on a first (1) row) is added with "1" (one), whereupon numerical value M 2 M resulting from the above 
addition is recorded at the address (a) on a second (2) row. Assuming, by way of example, that the power supply is 
turned off after lapse of five hours after the power-on, the power supply on/off detecting unit 21c detects the power-off 
to thereby allow operation of the timer of the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e to be stopped, and then the 

20 power supply duration data "5 n generated by the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e for the power supply dura- 
tion from the power-on to the power-off is outputted to be supplied to the history information accumulating unit 21 f, in 
response to which the history information accumulating unit 21f records the power supply duration data "5" at the 
address (b) on a second (2) row. In this assumed case, since the upper limit value of the specification value of the envi- 
ronmental temperature is not exceeded during the power supply duration, "0" is recorded at the address (c) on the sec- 

25 ond (2) row. Parenthetically, the environmental temperature detecting unit 21d may be implemented by using a 
temperature detecting element such as a thermistor for detecting the temperature of operation environment. Further, in 
order to hold the record of data even after the power supply is turned off, a power supply source such as a cell may be 
provided for supplying an electric power to the history information accumulating unit 21f after the main power supply 
has been interrupted. Additionally, as a method of disabling the data recording after the power-off, there may be men- 

30 tioned such a method in which the data is updated at a relatively high frequency (e.g. once per five minutes). According 
to this method, the power supply duration can be determined on the basis of the frequency at which the data has been 
updated, although accuracy of the time measurement is poor more or less. At this juncture, it should be added that 
although in the case of the instant embodiment, the power supply duration is indicated in hour, it may equally be 
recorded in minute. 

35 Next, by reference to "EXAMPLE 2" shown in Fig. 8, description will be made of a case where the environmental 
temperature at which a manufactured article is operated or used exceeds the upper limit value of the environmental 
temperature specifications. By way of example, let s assume that the power supply to the article of concern is turned on 
third time. In that case, the power supply on/off detecting unit 21c detects the power-on, to thereby actuate the timer 
incorporated in the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e, whereby the number of sequential power-on times, i.e., 

40 "3" is recorded on the memory (at the address (a) on the third (3) row). Subsequently, when the environmental temper- 
ature starts to rise up beyond the upper limit value of the environmental temperature specification upon lapse of two 
hours from the power-on, the environmental temperature detecting unit 21d detects this temperature rise, to thereby 
send a corresponding signal to the power supply duration measuring unit 21e, in response to which the power supply 
duration measuring unit 21e outputs the value of the power supply duration as measured up to that time point, the out- 

45 put data being then supplied to the history information accumulating unit 21 f. Additionally, the power supply duration 
measuring unit 21 e in turn resets the timer to allow the measurement of the power supply duration to be started. In the 
history information accumulating unit 21 f, the time data "2" is recorded in the memory (at the address (b) on the third 
(3) row). Since the time data of two hours does not exceed the upper limit value of the environmental temperature spec- 
ification, data "O" is recorded at the address (c) on the third (3) row. Subsequently, when the environmental temperature 

so resumes the upper limit value of the environmental temperature specification upon lapse of two hours from the power- 
on, the environmental temperature detecting unit 21 d detects this temperature rise, to thereby send a corresponding 
signal to the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e. in response to which the power supply duration measuring unit 
21 e in turn outputs the value of the power supply duration as measured up to that time point, the output data being then 
supplied to the history information accumulating unit 21 f. Additionally, the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e 

55 resets the timer to allow the measurement of the power supply duration to be started. In the history information accu- 
mulating unit 21f, the time data "3" is recorded in the memory (at the address (b) on the fourth (4) row) while data T 
indicating excess of the environmental temperature is recorded in the memory (address (c) on the fourth (4) row). In this 
case, data "3" is recorded at the address of the power-on sequential times data (address (a) on the fourth (4) row). Fur- 
ther, in the case where the power supply is turned off after lapse of two-hour power supply duration at the environmental 
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temperature falling within the specification environmental temperature range, the power supply on/off detecting unit 21c 
detects the power-off to thereby allow operation of the timer of the power supply duration measuring unit 21e to be 
stopped, and then the power supply duration data "2" generated by the power supply duration measuring unit 21 e for 
the power supply duration from the time point where the environmental temperature resumes the specification environ- 

5 mental temperature range to the power-off time point is outputted to be supplied to the history information accumulating 
unit 21f, in response to which the history information accumulating unit 21f records the power supply duration data "5" 
at an address (b) on a fifth (5) row. In this assumed case, since the upper limit value of the specification environmental 
temperature range is not exceeded during the power supply duration, "0" is recorded at the address (c) on the fifth (5) 
row and "3" is recorded at the address of the power-on sequential times data (address (a) on the fifth (5) row). 

10 Owing to the method described above, the article use history information can automatically be recorded and accu- 
mulated sequentially during the use of the manufactured article by the customer after the shipping thereof. 

In this conjunction, the manufactured article may be provided with a function for displaying the use history informa- 
tion so that the use history information such as the accumulated power supply duration and the like can be confirmed, 
as desired, to thereby allow the article use history information such as the accumulated power supply duration and 

15 other to be positively confirmed by any one, which is accompanied with advantages such as mentioned below. The 
price of a used article can be estimated easily and rapidly. Besides, estimation of the used article can be performed 
impartially because the article use history information can clearly be grasped by any one. For these reasons, commer- 
cial transactions of the used articles tend to be promoted, which contributes to increasing of the use life of the manu- 
factured article, to an advantage. Furthermore, since there is made available a mark which indicates the proper timing 

20 for the part exchange, maintenance can be conducted on the manufactured article in advance before the article suffers 
any trouble. Thus, the use life of the article can be elongated, to another advantage. 

Additionally, the article use history information accumulated in each of the manufactured articles can be read out 
from the articles at a time point for making decision as to the recycle processing and stored in the history information 
accumulating unit 40 provided in association with the recycling system installed in the recycling factory. By storing 

25 cumulatively or accumulating the article history information in the history information accumulating unit 40, it is possible 
to take statistics of the use history information of the manufactured articles, for example, on an article-category basis, 
which in turn means that the status of use of the manufactured articles of concern can quantitatively be grasped, the 
result of which can be reflected onto the designing of the article at the manufacturer side. Thus, optimal design of given 
article can be realized. Moreover, owing to the possibility of referencing the article use history information, overspecifi- 

30 cations with excessively large margin or underspecifications with excessively small margin can definitely be deter- 
mined, whereby feedback information for realizing design of the article with optimal specifications is made available. 
Thus, article to be manufactured can be designed within a range of tolerance which ensures safety and reliability. 

As can be understood from the foregoing, the discarded articles are collected in the state in which the article spec- 
ifications information and the article use history information are stored in the articles themselves to be sent back to the 

35 recycling factory 6 or 7 shown in Fig. 1 . Each of the discarded articles 21 is provided previously with the article informa- 
tion output terminal 21 h so that the information stored internally of the articles can be read out in the recycling factory 
6 or 7, as is illustrated in Fig. 6. For reading out the article information, the article information output terminal 21 h is con- 
nected to an information reading unit through the medium of a connector cable which is connected to the article infor- 
mation output terminal 21 h. 

40 in the case of the manufactured article shown in Fig. 6, the article information is read out from the manufactured 
article of concern by way of the connecting cable. However, as a modification, there may be provided an information 
transmitter 21 n imparted with a function for transmitting by wireless the information, to thereby realize radio information 
sending. In that case, the information read-out unit may be imparted with a radio information receiving function for 
acquiring the article information by wireless. As further modifications, there are conceivable in addition to the two exem- 

45 plary article structures shown in Figs. 10(a) and 10(b) such an arrangement in which a power-supply input unit 21 i ded- 
icated for driving only the article information storage unit 21a is provided in addition to the power supply input function 
inherent to the manufactured article. By virtue of such arrangement, a driving electric power can be supplied to the arti- 
cle information storage unit 21a by providing the dedicated power-supply input unit 21 i even when electric power is not 
supplied to the article information storage unit 21a due to a fault of the manufactured article, whereby the article infor- 

so mation can be read out. 

Furthermore, as another example, the article information storage unit 21a may be implemented as a removable unit 
in such a manner, as shown in Fig. 11. In that case, in order to allow the article information to be read out from the 
removed article information storage unit 21a, a driving apparatus is provided separately for driving the article informa- 
tion storage unit 21a. By mounting the article information storage unit 21a in the driving apparatus while connecting the 
55 article information output terminal 21 h of the article information storage unit 21a to the information reading apparatus, 
it is possible to read out the article information. Additionally, Fig. 12 shows an exemplary structure of the manufactured 
article which is provided with the removable article information storage unit 21a imparted with an information transmit- 
ting function. The article information storage unit 21a can removably be mounted in the article information storage drive 
unit 50 to be thereby driven. The article information may be transferred to the information reading apparatus through 
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wireless or radio communication by making use of the radio transmission function. 

Furthermore, the other information, i.e., the statutory regulation/standard information (3), the recycle processing 
method information (4) and the market information (5) can be made available by providing the corresponding databases 
in the recycling factory. 

5 Next, by reference to Fig. 5, description will be made in detail of the processings executed in the recycle method 

decision processing system, inclusive of the article information read processing. 

At first, a method of reading out the article information from each of the discarded articles will be described. 
Figure 1 3 illustrates conceptually or pictorially an article information reading process to be conducted on a dis- 
carded television in a working field of the recycling factory 6 or 7 show in Fig. 1. 

10 Referring to Fig. 13, a discarded television 21 is placed on a recycle processing line 51 . At first, article information 
of the discarded television is read out to be inputted to the recycle method decision processor unit 29. Because various 
methods have to be resorted to for reading the article information in dependence on the modes in which the article infor- 
mation is recorded, there are provided the following units for reading out the information, as in the case of the input unit 
described hereinbefore. 

15 

(1) Information output terminal coupling connector 43: destined for reading out the article information stored in a 
memory incorporated in the discarded article. 

(2) Information receiver unit 44: destined for receiving the article information from the article information storage 
unit incorporated in the discarded article and equipped with the radio transmitter function. 

20 (3) Keyboard 45 and mouse 47: destined for inputting manually the article information printed on a label affixed to 
a housing or casing of the discarded article and article information indicated directly on the casing by printing or 
stamping, both of which information are thus visually read out. 

(4) Bar code reading device 46: destined for reading out the article information indicated in the form of a bar code 
on the casing or the like of the discarded article. 

25 All the units (1) to (4) mentioned above are connected to the recycle method decision processor unit 29. Addi- 

tionally, auxiliary facilities such as mentioned below may be provided. 

(5) Article information storage drive unit 50: destined for use in such type of discarded article which is provided with 
a removable article information storage unit by removing the article information storage unit from the discarded arti- 
cle to drive it when power supply function of the discarded article is disabled due to failure of a main body of the 

30 discarded article. 

(6) Power supply receptacle 54 (installed on a discarded article carrier plate 53): destined for supplying electric 
power to the discarded article and others. 

(7) Power supply plug 55 (installed on a discarded article carrier plate 53): destined for coping with the discarded 
article provided with a power supply input unit dedicated for driving the article information storage unit in addition 

35 to a main power supply input unit intrinsic to the manufactured article, in order to make it possible to obtain the arti- 
cle information by inserting a power supply plug 55 into the power supply input unit dedicated for driving the article 
information storage unit for thereby driving the latter. 

Next, referring to Figs. 16 to 22, description will be made of methods for reading out article information (inclusive of 
40 use history information) of the discarded article through the individual input units of the recycle method decision 
processing system. Figures 16 to 22 are views for illustrating exemplary execution modes of the article information 
reading methods corresponding, respectively, to the article information output modes of the discarded article mentioned 
above. In Figs. 16 to 22, a section of the recycle processing line 51 installed in a recycling factory is shown in the state 
in which a discarded article 21 is transported on and along the recycle processing line 51, being carried by the dis- 
45 carded article carrier plate 53. There may be provided on the discarded article carrier plate 53 a power supply recepta- 
cle 54 and a power supply plug 55- Further, as shown, in Figs. 16 to 22, the recycle method decision processor unit 29 
includes as the input units the information output terminal coupling connector 43, the information receiver unit 44, the 
article information storage the drive unit 50, the keyboard 45, the mouse 47 and the bar code reading device 46 such 
as mentioned hereinbefore. 

so Figure 16 is a view for illustrating a method for reading out the information from the discarded article 21 which 
includes the article information storage unit 21a and the article information output terminal 21 h shown in Fig. 10(a). As 
is shown in Fig. 16, the discarded article 21 is supplied with electric power by way of the power supply receptacle 54 
mounted on the discarded article carrier plate 53 to thereby put into operation the discarded article 21 . In the activated 
state, the information output terminal coupling connector 43 of the recycle method decision processor unit 29 shown in 

55 Fig. 5 is connected to the article information output terminal 21 h of the discarded article 21 to thereby read out the arti- 
cle information. 

Figure 17 is a view illustrating an article information read-out method for the discarded article 21 having the article 
information storage unit 21a imparted with the radio transmitter function. As is shown in Fig. 17, electric power is sup- 
plied to the discarded article 21 from the power supply receptacle 54 mounted on the discarded article carrier plate 53 
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to thereby operate the discarded article 21. In the operated state, a predetermined information transmitting command 
is inputted by turning on an information transmitting switch or the like, to thereby cause the article information storage 
unit 21a imparted with the radio transmitter function to send out the article information, whereby the information is 
received by the information receiver unit 44 connected to the recycle method decision processor unit 29. 

s Figure 18 is a view for illustrating a method of reading out the article information read-out method from the dis- 

carded article 21 which includes the article information storage unit 21a, the article information output terminal 21h and 
additionally the article information storage unit dedicated power-supply input unit 21 i. As is shown in Fig. 18, the dis- 
carded article 21 is supplied with electric power by way of the power supply receptacle 54 mounted on the discarded 
article carrier plate 53. tn that case, even when the discarded article 21 can not be put into operation due to some trou- 

w We thereof with the article information incapable of being read out from the article information storage unit 21a, the arti- 
cle information storage unit 21a can be driven by connecting the article information storage unit dedicated power-supply 
input unit 21 i to the power supply plug 55 mounted on the discarded article carrier plate 53 and supplying electric power. 
In the state where the article information storage unit 21a is driven, the information output terminal coupling connector 
43 is connected to the article information output terminal 21 h of the discarded article 21 to thereby read out the article 

15 information. 

Figure 19 is a view illustrating a method of reading out the article information from the discarded article 21 having 
the article information storage unit 21a imparted with the radio transmitter function and additionally the article informa- 
tion storage unit dedicated power-supply input unit 21 i. As is shown in Fig. 19, the article information storage unit 21a 
can be driven by connecting the article information storage unit dedicated power-supply input unit 21 i to the power sup- 
20 ply plug 55 mounted on the discarded article carrier plate 53 and supplying electric power. In the operated state, a pre- 
determined information transmitting command is inputted by turning on an information transmitting switch or the like, to 
thereby cause the article information storage unit 21a imparted with the radio transmitter function to send out the article 
information, whereby the information is received by the information receiver unit 44 connected to the recycle method 
decision processor unit 29. 

25 Figure 20 is a view for illustrating a method of reading out the article information from a discarded article 21 having 

the removable type article information storage unit 21a equipped with an article information output terminal 21 h. Refer- 
ring to Fig. 20, when the power supply source can not be turned on due to some trouble of the discarded article 21 itself, 
the article information storage unit 21a is removed from the discarded article 21, whereon electric power is supplied to 
the article information storage drive unit 50 for driving the same. In this state, the information output terminal coupling 
30 connector 43 is connected to the article information output terminal 21 h for thereby reading out the article information. 
Furthermore, the article information read-out method may be carried out in the state in which the article information 
storage unit 21a is mounted on the discarded article 21. 

Figure 21 is a view illustrating a method of reading out the article information from a discarded article 21 including 
the removable type article information storage unit 21a which is equipped with the transmitter function. The article infor- 
ms mation storage unit 21a as removed is driven by supplying electric power thereto from the article information storage 
drive unit 50, whereon a predetermined information send-out command is inputted by closing an information transmit- 
ting switch. As a result of this, the article information is transmitted from the article information storage unit 21a with the 
transmitter function, whereby the article information is received by the information receiver unit 44 connected to the 
recycle method decision processor unit 29. 
40 Figure 22 is a view for illustrating an exemplary method of making available the article information indicated in the 
form of a bar code in an article information indicating portion 21j of a casing of the discarded article 21 (whose portion 
may be realized by a correspondingly printed label or the like secured to the casing or printing the bar code directly on 
the casing according to the instant embodiment of the invention) by means of the bar code reading device 46. As is 
shown in Fig. 22, by reading out the bar code from the discarded article 21 by the bar code reading device 46, it is pos- 
45 sible to make available the article information. 

Additionally, in the case of a discarded article which is provided with no bar code indication or a discarded article 
having unreadable bar code, the article information in the form of character expressions is read out by operator to be 
manually inputted with the aid of the keyboard 45 or the mouse 47. 

Moreover, the input units for inputting or loading the article information may be designated to the recycle method 
so decision processor unit 29 in advance or alternatively the input units may selectively designated as the occasion 
requires. 

Furthermore, when the article specifications information as acquired is insufficient with only the information affixed 
to the discarded article, the article specifications information of the discarded article may be obtained by retrieving or 
searching the article specifications information database 35 mentioned previously on the basis of the manufacturer 
55 name, category of article, model name, manufactured date and manufacture ID number which are available at the least. 
To say in another way, by affixing only the information concerning the manufacturer name, category of article, model 
name, manufactured date and the manufacture ID number at the least to the manufactured article, the article specifica- 
tions information thereof can be acquired from the article specifications information database 35 while at the same time 
the memory capacity of the article specifications information storage unit 21b can be reduced, which is profitable for the 
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manufactured article. 

Further, the article use history information as acquired is recorded by the history information accumulating unit 40. 
In this way, every time the discarded article is treated, the relevant article use history information is recorded and accu- 
mulated. The data accumulated in this manner can be sent to an article design department or an inspection department 

5 as the occasion arises, providing reference data important for designing a new article and/or for contribution to enhanc- 
ing of reliability of a new article. 

After having acquired the article information (article specifications information and article use history information), 
the recycle method decision processor unit 29 determines the recycle processing method for the discarded article in 
accordance with the recycle processing decision procedure 32 stored in the recycle method decision module 31 incor- 

10 porated in the recycle method decision processor unit 29 while acquiring from the various databases the information 
required for determining the recycle processing method as the occasion requires. The recycle processing decision pro- 
cedure 32 is executed in the manner as briefly described hereinbefore by referring to Fig. 2. In the following, the recycle 
processing decision procedure 32 will be elucidated in more detail. The results of decisions obtained by executing the 
recycle processing decision procedure 32 in the recycle method decision module 31 are stored in a recycle processing 

15 method decision result storage unit 79 together with the names of the relevant manufactured articles and the manufac- 
ture ID numbers thereof or together with all the component parts (or assemblies) of the discarded article which is not to 
be restored. Additionally, the result of the decision may be affixed to the concerned article or each part of the article. As 
an affixing method, a sheet of paper or the like on which the reusable part information 64 and the disassembled part 
information 62 are printed may be affixed to the article or the component part, as illustrated in Fig. 15 and described 

20 later on. 

At first, the article information and the use history information of a discarded article 21 are inputted in accordance 
with the methods such as illustrated in Figs. 16 to 22 (step 201). 

Subsequently, the article history information of the discarded article 21 is recorded onto the history information 
accumulating unit 40 together with the identification information of the discarded article 21 such as illustrated in Fig. 8 
25 (step 202). 

Next, decision is made as to the possibility of the discarded television subjected to the recycle processing being 
capable of restoration as a used television (step 203). In that case, on the basis of the category of the article (television 
in the case of the example now under consideration) contained in the acquired article specifications information, the 
statutory regulation/standard information concerning that category of article (e.g. concerning the television) is retrieved 

30 from the statutory regulation/standard information database 36. Thereafter, the acquired statutory regulation/standard 
information concerning the television and the article specifications information of the discarded television are compared 
with each other (step 203a in Fig. 2). By way of example, let's assume that a statutory regulation to the effect "use of 
lead (Pb) is inhibited" exists. In that case, the data of materials forming the component parts is retrieved from the com- 
ponent part information contained in the article specifications information of the discarded television illustrated in Fig. 

35 7, to thereby decide whether or not the discarded television concerned has any component part containing lead (Pb). 
In the case of the example illustrated in Fig. 7, the substrate assembly (PWB ASS'Y) designated by the part number "3" 
and the cathode ray tube (CRT) fall within the category of the component part containing lead (Pb). Thus, it is decided 
that the discarded article of concern does not meet the statutory regulation. 

The discarded television which has been decided as meeting the statutory regulations/standards to be satisfied in 

40 the aforementioned step 203a is then subjected to the decision in the succeeding step 203b as to whether or not the 
discarded television is the article which has a remaining life falling within the restoration-allowable life limit. In this con- 
junction, the restoration-allowable life limit is previously established at the television manufacturer side in consideration 
of the reliability and the commercial popularity and may be affixed to the television as one of the article specifications 
information or alternatively stored in the article specifications information database 35. In the case of the example illus- 

45 trated in Fig. 7, the restoration-allowable life limit of the television is set to be up to three years. Accordingly, when the 
television of concern is assumed as being manufactured in February, 1989, it is decided that the television can be 
restored as a used television so long as the recycle processing method is decided before February, 1992, while being 
decided that the television is not to be restored, if otherwise. 

When it is decided in the step 203b that the discarded television of concern is the article falling within the restora- 

so tion-allowable life limit, it undergoes then the quality check (step 203c) for deciding whether or not the discarded televi- 
sion satisfies the quality check standards. 

Figure 31 illustrates processings executed in the step 203c. Referring to Fig. 31 , the quality check method and the 
reference or standard data of the discarded television established previously are read out from the article specifications 
information restored in the discarded television or the article specifications information database 35 shown in Fig. 5 

55 (step 203c1). In accordance with the method and the data, the quality check procedure is generated by the recycle 
processing generating module 33 shown in Fig. 5, whereupon the procedure(s) as generated is displayed on the 
processing result display device 38 (step 203c2). Thus, the worker can perform the quality check in accordance with the 
check procedure as displayed (step 203c3). Furthermore, in accordance with the procedure as generated, the line con- 
trol is performed by the line control unit 42. After the check processing, operator makes decision as to whether or not 
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the quality criteria can be satisfied (step 203c4). When the quality criteria are met, operator checks whether there exist 
items to be checked or not (step 203c5). After completion of the check of all the items, the articles satisfying the quality 
criteria are restored as reusable articles in a step 204. On the contrary, those which do not satisfy the quality criteria 
are transferred to a part/assembly recycle processing method decision step 206 as the objects for decomposition 

5 processing. In this manner, the quality check can be realized for the discarded televisions. 

Parenthetically, among the discarded articles which do not meet the quality criteria, there may still exist those which 
can satisfy the quality criterion by repairing them to more or less extent or exchanging some parts. Accordingly, a further 
step of deciding whether the discarded television is worthy to be restored by repairing or exchanging component parts 
may be provided for the purpose of promoting the restoration or regeneration of the discarded article. Such decision 

10 method may be so designed as to compare the used-article market price of the corresponding used articles with the 
cost involved in restoring the article. When the restoration is profitable, then the discarded article is decided to undergo 
the recycle processing. The market price of the article to be restored may be estimated by acquiring at least the man- 
ufacture name, article name, model name, manufactured date and the use history of the discarded article from the arti- 
cle specifications information and the article use history information, and then retrieving from the market information 

is database 41 the price data of the used article of the same conditions as that to be restored or alternatively the price 
data of similar used article circulated on the market, on the basis of the above-mentioned information acquired from the 
article specifications information and the article use history information. On the other hand, the cost involved in repair- 
ing the discarded article is estimated on the basis of data concerning the locations requiring to be repaired as detected 
in the quality check process as well as the costs involved in packing, shipping and others. In this way, the whole cost 

20 demanded for restoring the discarded article as a used article to be put on the market can be estimated. Thus, by com- 
paring the used-article market price of the corresponding article with the cost involved in restoration of the discarded 
article as described above, restoration or recycle processing is carried out for the discarded article, when the above 
comparison shows that the restoration is profitable. Parenthetically, such article restoration cost estimating system or 
scheme may be utilized for estimating the repairing cost involved in maintenance. 

25 Next, in a step 204, the article restoration date is stored in the article specifications information storage unit of the 

restored article and recorded on a casing or the like thereof. Subsequently, additional article restoration processings 
such as cleaning, packing and the like are performed on the restored article before being shipped from the factory. 

It should further be mentioned that when component parts and others are exchanged in the course of the article 
restoration processing, the contents of such exchange are added to the article specifications information stored in the 

30 article specifications information storage unit of the discarded article 21 . More specifically, the date of the part exchange 
is recorded at an address of part exchange date for the replaced part in the component part information data, and when 
the replaced part is a used one, the use history (years of use) thereof is recorded at an address for the use history (refer 
to Fig. 7). Of course, such part exchange may be required in any other process than the recycle processing, for exam- 
ple, in the maintenance. In such case, there will arise a need for similar part exchange processing. Under the circum- 

35 stances, an apparatus for altering the article specifications information should be installed in the service station 1 1 
which is in charge of maintenance. Additionally, there is conceivable such a case in which an article to be repaired 
undergoes a part exchange treatment in the store 3 instead of the service station 11. Accordingly, an apparatus for 
altering the article specifications information should be installed at the store 3 as well. In that case, it becomes equally 
possible to record the sale date of the article in the article information storage unit thereof at the store 3 (by providing 

40 previously the sale data recording addresses in the article use history information storing field of the article information 
storage unit), whereby the warranty period can easily be confirmed. Furthermore, by providing maintenance history 
information recording addresses in the article history information storage unit or field, it is possible to record the date 
and contents of maintenance in the article information storage unit when the article undergoes maintenance process- 
ing. Such data can provide not only reference for subsequent maintenance but also useful information for the restora- 

45 tion of discarded article and for the reuse of the component part. 

For the discarded televisions having been decided not to be restored or recycled in any one of the steps 203a, 203b 
and 203c described previously, the recycle processing method for the parts constituting the discarded television is 
decided before disassembling the discarded television. In that case, the recycle method decision procedure becomes 
partially different in dependence on whether or not the discarded television is within the restoration-allowable life limit. 

so For the discarded television which does not exceed the restoration-allowable life limit yet, the processing method 

for reusing a part or parts thereof is first decided in a step 206, whereupon decision is made concerning the other recy- 
cle processing method than the reuse of the part. By contrast, in the case of the discarded television which has 
exceeded the restoration-allowable life limit, the component part or parts thereof are not reused. Accordingly, other 
recycle processing method than the part reusing method is determined (step 207). In this way, it can be decided 

55 whether the decision as to the recycle processing method for the component parts of the discarded television is to be 
performed in which of the steps 206 and 207 in dependence on whether the discarded television is within the restora- 
tion-allowable life limit or not, and subsequently the recycle processing methods for the component parts are decided 
in the respective steps. 

For the discarded television which is within the restoration-allowable life limit, the recycle processing method for the 
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component part thereof is determined or decided in the step 206. In the following, the decision procedure in the step 
206 will be explained by reference to Fig. 3. 

At first, from the disassembling method information and the component part information contained in the article 
specifications information of the discarded television of concern, information of component part or assembly is inputted 
5 for each of the parts or assemblies detached separately from the discarded television upon disassembling thereof. For 
the assembly, information of parts or elements constituting that assembly as well as information thereof is inputted (step 
206a). 

Subsequently, for the part or assembly whose information has been inputted, decision is made as to the possibility 
of reusing the same, i.e.. reusability thereof (step 206b). To this end, the step 206b includes three steps mentioned 
10 below. 

Step 206b1 : it is decided whether or not a part or assembly of concern can be subject to the reuse. The part or 
assembly subject to the reuse has previously been determined when a discarded article was manufactured, and thus 
the information as to the reuse of the part or assembly is contained in the component part information which constitutes 
a part of the article specifications information. Thus, the information of the part or assembly as inputted contains data 

is indicating whether or not the part or assembly of concern is subject to the reuse. In the case of the instant embodiment 
of the invention, data "1" recorded at a reuse-destined part address 71 indicates the reuse-destined part or assembly, 
while "0" recorded at that address indicates the part or assembly not destined for the reuse. Decision as to the reuse of 
the part or assembly is ordinarily made on the basis of this data. However, in case the demand information of the part 
or assembly or stock information thereof is available from the market information database 41 , the market information 

20 may be used with priority. By way of example, let's assume that a given part or assembly is designated as "part or 
assembly subject to or destined for reuse" by the component part information. In that case, when the relevant available 
market information indicates "large amount of part or assembly as stocked and hence little demand therefor", decision 
then may be made such that the given part or assembly is not to be reused. On the contrary, even when a part or 
assembly is not designated as the part or assembly destined for the reuse by the component part information, decision 

25 may nevertheless be made such that the part or assembly of concern is to be reused, when the information indicating 
that demand for the part and the assembly exists" is derived from the market information. 

Step 206b2: For the part or assembly decided as being destined for the reuse in the step 206b1 described above, 
it is then decided whether or not the part or assembly satisfies the statutory regulations/standards. In this steps, the 
statutory regulation/standard information concerning the television obtained from retrieval of the statutory regula- 

30 tion/standard information database 36 is compared with the component part information of the part or assembly, simi- 
larly to the step 203a shown in Fig. 2. By way of example, when it is legally or statutorily regulated that "use of lead (Pb) 
is inhibited", the current decision step is executed on the basis of the material information of the part or assembly as 
inputted. By way of example, among the parts shown in Fig. 7, a CRT (cathode-ray tube) identified by a part number "5" 
is a reuse-destined part. However, the CRT is decided as not to be reused because it contains lead (Pb). 

35 Step 206b3: The part or assembly decided as the reuse-destined part or assembly in the aforementioned step 
206b2 is then decided as a candidate for the reuse-destined part or assembly. 

From the foregoing, the reuse allowability decision step 206b for the part or assembly can be understood. 
Now, for the part or assembly decided not to be reused in the step 206b described above, a step 206c is executed 
for deciding the recycle processing method. To this end, the step 206c includes the following steps. 

40 Steps 206cl and 206c9: Step of determining or deciding a special processing/treatment necessitating part contain- 
ing harmful or hazardous material(s). On the basis of the part or assembly information as inputted, it is decided by ref- 
erence to the material/part-based recycle method database 37 whether or not the part or assembly of concern is 
harmful or hazardous and necessitates special detoxification treatment or the like. When this decision or judgement 
results in affirmation, the part or assembly is then decided as a special processing/treatment necessitating part. By way 

45 of example, let's consider a cable identified by a part number "T among those shown in Fig. 7. This cable is decided as 
a harmful component part on the basis of the information that the coating of the cable is made of polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC) and the information that polyvinyl chloride (PVC) is a harmful material, by referencing the materialfcart-based 
recycle method database 37. Result of the above decision is stored in the recycle processing method decision result 
storage unit 79, while at the same time a message indicating the special processing/treatment necessitating part is 

so affixed to the part or assembly. The part or assembly which does not belong to the special processing/treatment neces- 
sitating part group is transferred to a succeeding decision step (step 206c2). 

Step 206c2, 206c8: Step of deciding a multi-material part. On the basis of the information of a part or assembly as 
inputted, it is decided that the part or assembly is a multi-material part when the part or assembly is composed of two 
or more different materials which can not be decomposed or divided any further. In the case of the multi-material part, 

55 indication of a part requiring shredding (fragmentation)/separation is affixed to the corresponding part or assembly. The 
irrelevant part or assembly undergoes a further decision processing in a next step (206c3). 

Steps 206c3, 206c5, 206c6. 106c7: Steps of making decision as to material-restoration-destined part or assembly, 
energy-recovery-destined part or assembly or waste part or assembly. On the basis of material information of the part 
or assembly as inputted, the recycle processing method for the materials of the part or assembly is retrieved from the 
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matenal/part-based recycle method database 37. When the recycle processing method as retrieved is the recycle 
processing method for restoring the material, then the part or assembly is decided as the material-restoration-destined 
article or part, while when the recycle processing method represents the energy recovery processing the part or 
assembly is decided as the energy-recovery-destined part or assembly. When the recycle processing method as 
retrieved indicates none of the processings mentioned above, it is then decided that the part or assembly concerned is 
destined to be disposed of as the waste article or assembly. The results of the decision, i.e., the material-restoration- 
destined part or assembly, energy-recovery-destined part or assembly, is stored in the recycle processing method deci- 
sion result storage unit 79 and at the same time labeled to the relevant part or assembly. 

The steps mentioned above are repetitively executed for making the aforementioned decisions for all the parts 
and/or the assemblies constituting the discarded television. The recycle method decision procedures for the parts or 
assemblies detached separately from the discarded television after decomposition thereof, as executed in the steD 206 
will now be understood from the foregoing. 

On the other hand, for the discarded television whose life exceeds the restoration-allowable life limit, the recycle 
processing methods for the component parts are decided in the step 207 shown in Fig. 4. which step 207 however can 
be executed similarly to the decision procedure of the step 206 (Fig. 3) with the exception that the part or assembly 
reusability decision step 206b executed in the step 206b is spared. For the parts or assemblies of all the discarded tel- 
ev.sions wh.ch have been used beyond the restoration-allowable life limit, one of the recycle processing methods other 
than the processing for "reuse of the part or assembly" is determined or decided. 

As is apparent from the foregoing, in the recycle method decision processor unit 29, the recycle processing meth- 
ods for all the parts or assemblies dismounted from the discarded television upon decomposition thereof are decided 
whereon the processing procedures are generated by the recycle procedure generating module 33 on the basis of the 
results of the decisions and the disassembling method information of the discarded television. 

By reference to Fig. 32 which is a view showing a processing procedure generating flow for illustrating operation of 
the recycle procedure generating module 33, description will now be made of the recycle processing procedure 

Referring to Fig. 32. when the recycling methods for the component parts of the discarded article are decided by 
the recycle method decision module 31 (step 320). as described hereinbefore, the results of the decisions are stored in 
the recycle processing method decision result storage unit 79 (step 321). The recycle procedure generating module 33 
reads out the disassembling method or disassembling procedure information of the discarded article of concern from 
the article > specifications information database 35 such as shown in Fig. 7 (step 323). Further, the recycle processing 
methods for detaching separately the parts in each of the disassembling procedure are read out from the recycle 
processing method decision result storage unit 79 by retrieving the same (step 324). The discarded article disassem- 
bling method or disassembling procedure information read out from the article specifications information database 35 
and the recycle processing methods for the detached parts read out from the recycle processing method decision result 
storage unit 79 are displayed in combination on the processing result display device 38 shown in Fig 5 as the recycle 
processing procedure. As typical example of the contents of the processing results displayed on the processing result 
display device 38. there may be mentioned ones illustrated in Fig. 14. For more details, description will be made later 
on. 

In accordance with the recycle processing generated by the recycle procedure generating module 33 the dis- 
carded television is disassembled or decomposed in the recycling factory (step 208), as illustrated in Fig 2 whereon 
the detached or dismounted parts or assemblies are classified on the basis of the recycle processing methods respec- 
tively, (steps 209 to 214 in the same figure), and then the corresponding or relevant recycle processings are executed 
respectively (steps 215 to 223 in the same figure). 

Figure 14 shows conceptually or pictorially a disassembling process in the recycling factory 6 or 7 For the dis- 
carded televis.on subject to the recycling, the article information is read-out in an article information read-out process 
(see Figs. 16 to 22) to be subsequently inputted to the recycle method decision processor unit 29 in which the recycle 
processing method for the discarded television concerned is decided by the recycle processing decision procedure 32 
on the basis of the input data. Thereafter, the discarded television is transferred to the disassembling process on and 
along the recycle processing line 51. In the disassembling process, the processing result display device 38 and the 
information output printer 48 connected to the recycle method decision processor unit 29 are utilized 

In the disassembling process illustrated in Fig. 14. the disassembling procedure for the discarded television 21 is 
d.splayed on the processing result display device 38 upon arrival of the television. On the other hand, the information 
concerning the parts to be detached and separated in the disassembly process is printed out on a sheet of paper or the 
like by means of the .nformation output printer 48. The information as outputted may contain the identification number 
name, material, weight, recycle processing method and the use history of each part detached and separated in the dis- 
assembling process as well as the manufacturer name of the manufactured article in which the parts are used the arti- 
cle name, the model name, the manufactured date, the manufacture ID number, etc. of the article, which are displayed 
in the form of characters and bar codes. Figure 14 shows, by way of example only, a process for detaching and sepa- 
rating a cover 60 from a discarded television. A disassembling worker 61 detaches and separates the cover 60 from the 
discarded television while viewing the disassembling procedure displayed on the processing result display device 38 
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Then, the cover 60 as separated is affixed with the disassembled part information 62 and placed on a disassembled 
part transferring line 63. The cover 60 as placed on the disassembled part transferring line 63 is transported to a treat- 
ment process in accordance with recycle processing method indicated by the disassembled part information 62 con- 
cerning the cover. On the other hand, the discarded television 21 from which the cover 60 has been detached is 
5 transported to a next disassembling process where another part is detached and separated to be placed on the disas- 
semble part transport line similarly to the cover. 

On the other hand, the cover 60 placed on the disassembled part transferring line 63 is transported to a material 
restoring process in accordance with the disassembled part information 62 affixed on the cover 60. In the material 
restoring process, the disassembled part information 62 concerning the above-mentioned cover is visually read out by 

10 the worker or read out by a bar code reading device or the like, whereon the material restoration processings or treat- 
ments (fragmentation, packing of fragmentated material in a bag, affixture of material information on the bag) are per- 
formed to be transported to the material manufacturer 12 or the manufacturing factory 1 shown in Fig. 1 and ultimately 
reused as the restored material. The material information affixture applied to the bag should contain at least the name 
of the material, use history and the weight or mass. As a method of affixing the information, there may be mentioned a 

75 method of printing necessary description information by means of an ink jet printer and a method of printing the infor- 
mation on a paper sheet which is then affixed. Alternatively, the disassembled part information 62 applied to the cover 
60 as mentioned above may be detached and applied to the bag filled with the restored material. Figure 15 shows a 
process for detaching reuse-destined parts from a dismounted printed circuit board assembly 67. The printed circuit 
board assembly 67 is transferred to the above-mentioned process in the manufactured article recycling system on and 

20 along the disassembled part transferring line 63. The disassembling worker 61 reads out the disassembled part infor- 
mation 62 affixed to the printed circuit board assembly 67 with the aid of the bar code reading device 68 which is con- 
nected to the recycle method decision processor unit 29, whereby the processing or treatment method of the printed 
circuit board assembly 67 is displayed on the processing result display device 38 from the information of the recycle 
processing method decision result on the basis of the information read out from the printed circuit board assembly 67. 

25 On the other hand, the information 64 concerning the parts to be separated in the process is printed out on a sheet of 
paper or the like by means of the information output printer 48. The information as outputted may contain the identifica- 
tion number, name, material, weight, recycle processing method and the use history of each part separated in the proc- 
ess as well as the manufacturer name of the manufactured article in which the parts are used, the article name, the 
model name, the manufactured date, the manufacture ID number, etc. of the article, which are displayed in the form of 

30 characters and bar codes. The disassembling worker 61 works while viewing the contents displayed on the processing 
result display device 38. In the case of the processing result display device 38 shown in Fig. 15, a reuse-destined part 
(transformer A 65) which is then placed on a reuse-destined part transferring line 66 after having affixed with reuse<ies- 
tined part information 64. The transformer A 65 is then sent to a succeeding part restoration treatment process, wherein 
the process or treatment is performed in accordance with the reuse-destined part information 64. 

35 In any case, the article, the part, the assembly and the material sent to the respective succeeding treatment proc- 
ess or processing factory concerned should be affixed with the information which is required for the recycle processings 
mentioned above. Thus, the proper recycle processings decided by the recycle method decision processor unit 29 can 
be carried out successively in the relevant processes or the facilities, respectively. In this manner, the manufactured arti- 
cle recycling system according to the present invention can be operated. 

40 As is apparent from the foregoing, according to the invention incarnated in the instant embodiment, the proper or 
appropriate recycle processings of discarded articles can be determined or decided and executed. Thus, the manufac- 
tured article recycling system according to the invention can make significant contribution to economization of energy 
consumption, reduction of amount of wastage and prevention of environmental pollution due to harmful materials or 
substances. Besides, the use history information of the manufactured article can be made easily available. 

45 Next, description will be made of a second embodiment. 

(Problems in the present status and social trend) 

The discarded articles have to be processed or treated at least in such manner that harmful material/substance, 
so handling of which is accompanied with hazard, are separated from the discarded article and processed or treated prop- 
erly, respectively, so that the harmful material/substance and the hazardous material/substance to be treated do not 
exert adverse influences to the human beings, environment and others. However, in the present status, such processing 
or treatment is seldom performed. Above all, the discarded electronic machinery such as discarded appliances for 
home use, computers and the like are shredded straight-forwardly without undergoing any harmful material/substance 
55 separating treatment to be used for reclamation in a stable-type final disposal place. 

In the situations mentioned above, it is confirmed that from the shredded dusts of the discarded appliances for 
home use reclaimed at the stable-type final disposal place, harmful material/substance such as heavy metals flows out 
to contaminate soil environment. It is expected that in the near future, the discarded articles for domestic use, discarded 
electronic machinery, discarded cars and other will be inhibited from disposal for reclamation in the stable-type final dis- 
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posal place but have to be disposed in a managed-type final disposal place (which is constructed by laying a rubber 
sheet on the ground so that the harmful material/substance does not impregnate into soil and which is periodically 
inspected whether or not harmful material/substance has flown out or dissolved into soil and water) and an isolation- 
type final disposal place (where the site for landfill is isolated from the soil). The number of the managed-type final dis- 

5 posal places is small throughout country, and it is reported that the remaining landfill capacity is for a few years at the 
most. Incidentally, the number of the isolation-type final disposal place is further smaller. 

Such being the circumstances. H will become necessary to separate and remove the harmful material/substance in 
advance at the least before the disposal of the discarded articles. The landfill costs in the managed-type final disposal 
place and the isolation-type final disposal place are considerably high when compared with the landf Bl cost in the sta- 
ff ble-type final disposal place, and it is expected that the former will further increase because of shortage of the disposal 
places or sites. Besides, because of a small number of the disposal places or sites in the physical sense, it is expected 
that the cost involved for transporting the wastes to the disposal site will increase furthermore. Thus, also from the eco- 
nomical viewpoint, it is necessary to separate and remove the harmful material/substance in advance. 

However, in practice, an attempt for separating/removing harmful material/substance from a given discarded article 

is will encounter such a problem that the harmful material/substance used in the given discarded article can not be iden- 
tified or determined. Additionally, it will be necessary to indicate that the discarded article undergone harmful mate- 
rial/substance removal treatment is harmless. The second embodiment of the invention concerns a recycling system 
which is capable of separating and removing harmful material/substance from the discarded article. 

The manufactured article recycling system according to the instant embodiment of the invention features that deci- 

20 sion is made as to whether or not the discarded article destined for the recycle processing or the disposal processing 
contains harmful material/substance or hazardous material/substance which is hazardous for handling, and when such 
material/substance is contained, a procedure for separating the component parts containing harmful material/sub- 
stance or hazardous material/substance as determined from the discarded article is provided. Besides, the instant sys- 
tem features that separation of the component parts containing the harmful material/substance and the hazardous 

25 material/substance for handling is recorded. 

Figure 23 illustrates, by way of example, a flow of manufactured articles from the manufacturing thereof to the recy- 
cling and the disposal as the waste. In the following, the flow will be elucidated in a sequential order, starting from a 
manufacturing factory 1 . Articles are manufactured in the manufacturing factory 1 of a given manufacturer to be shipped 
to a distribution center 2 (route 1a). After temporal storage at the distribution center 2, the articles are delivered or trans- 

30 ported to stores 3 (route 2a), where the articles are purchased by customers 4 (route 3a). Of course, there is conceiv- 
able such a case where the articles are delivered directly to the customers 4, as in the case of a mail shopping or the 
like (route 2b). The customer 4 will discard the article purchased from the store 3 after having used it for a predeter- 
mined period. The discarded articles will follow a route in which the discarded articles are collected by an organization 
of a local government, a tertiary industrial company, a collecting dealer or the like at a discarded article deposit place 5 

35 (route 4b) or a route in which the store 3 receives the discarded articles from the customer 4 for sending them to the 
discarded article deposit place 5 (route 3b). At the discarded article deposit place 5, the discarded articles are classified 
on a category or class basis. Thereafter, the discarded articles are sent to a recycling factory 1 8 (route 5a). Additionally, 
there is conceivable some case in which the store 3 receives the discarded articles from the customers 4 to send them 
directly to the recycling factory 18 (route 3e). Further, there is such a case the other case in which the customer 4 

40 directly sends the discarded article to the recycling factory 18 through the medium of a door-to-door delivery service or 
the like means (route 4c). In conjunction with the recycling factory, several different types of recycling factories can be 
conceived, as exemplified by a maker-based recycling factory which accepts the discarded articles of a specific maker 
or manufacturer, a recycling factory which is capable of accommodating the discarded articles manufactured by unspe- 
cific manufacturers and additionally a recycling factory which limits the category or type of the acceptable articles. In 

45 the recycling factory 18, the methods for processing the discarded articles as collected are classified, as mentioned 
below, the processings are conducted on the discarded articles correspondingly on a class basis. 

In the recycling factory 18, the methods of processing the discarded articles as collected are classified in the fol- 
lowing manner to execute the processings corresponding to the classifications. 

so (1) In the recycling factory 18, "discarded articles capable of restoration" are selected from the discarded articles 
collected, whereon those which can be restored are subject to the processings for the restoration such as 
exchange of parts. On the other hand, the discarded articles decided as being incapable of restoration, the com- 
ponent parts constituting such discarded articles are classified as follows. 

(2) "parts containing harmful/hazardous substances and requiring specific processing or treatment". 
55 (3) "parts to be reused as parts". 

(4) "parts or materials to be reused as restored materiar. 

(5) "parts or materials to be reused as energy resource (for oil extraction)", 

(6) "parts to be reused as energy resource (by burning)", 

(7) "parts or materials to be disposed of for reclamation", and 
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(8) "composite parts containing neither harmful nor hazardous material and to be f ragmentated intact". 

In this way, the component parts are classified into eight types of parts or materials (1) to (8) mentioned above. 
Next, in conjunction with the parts or materials classified into the types (1) to (8), the part distribution/delivery 
5 routes starting from the recycling factory 18 will be explained. 

(1 ) "The discarded article capable of restoration" is delivered to an article restoring factory 8 (route 1 8a). After hav- 
ing undergone article restoration processing, the article once discarded is again sent by way of the distribution 
center 2 (route 8a) to the store 3 (route 2a) as the restored article to be sold to the customer 4 (route 3a). After the 

io use by the customer 4, the restored article is collected again as the discarded article, whereon the discarded article 
undergoes the recycle processing described above. The article restoring factory 8 may be located within the man- 
ufacturing factory 1 of a given manufacturer or within a recycling factory. 

(2) "Some of the parts containing harmful/hazardous materials/substances and requiring special treatment such as 
detoxication" will be treated properly by a part manufacturer 10 (route 18k), some of them will be sent to a harm- 

15 ful/hazardous material processing or treating factory 14 built to this end to undergo proper treatment (route 18i) and 
some will be sent to a harmful/hazardous material processing factory 14 by way of the part manufacturer 10 (route 
10d). Further, some of the parts will undergo proper processings or treatment in the recycling factory 6. The parts 
containing harmful/hazardous materials and requiring special processing or treatment such as detoxication" are 
classified into restoration-destined materials and waste materials after the proper treatment, whereon the restora- 

20 tion<Jestined materials are sent to a material restoration factory/material manufacturer 12 (route 14a), while the 
waste materials are disposed of for reclamation (route 14c). 

(3) "The reuse-destined parts as parts" are reused by way of the following routes, i.e., (a) reuse-destined parts sup- 
plied to the article restoring factory 8 to be reused as parts of restored article (route 18b), (b) reuse-destined parts 
sent to the manufacturing factory 1 to be used as parts of articles manufactured newly (route 18c), (c) reuse-des- 

25 tined parts sent to a part management center (part warehouse) 9 to be once stocked (route 18m) and thereafter 
sent to the article restoring factory 8 to be used as the parts for restored articles (route 9a), (d) the reuse-destined 
parts sent to the manufacturing factory 1 to be used as parts for articles manufactured newly after stocking at the 
part stock/management center 9 (route 9b). (e) the reuse-destined parts sent to a service station 11 where main- 
tenance of the articles is performed to be used as parts for maintenance after stocking at the part stock/manage- 

30 ment center 9 (route 9c), (f) reuse-destined parts sent to a part manufacturer 10 (route 18d) to undergo proper 
services and thereafter sent to the article restoring factory 8 to be used as the parts for restored articles (route 
10a), (g) reuse-destined parts sent to the part manufacturer 1 0 (route 18d) for undergoing proper services and then 
sent to the manufacturing factory 1 to be used as the parts for articles to be newly manufactured televisions (route 
10b), (h) reuse-destined parts sent through the part stockmianagement center 9 (route 10c) to the article restoring 

35 factory 8 (route 9a), (i) reuse-destined parts sent to the manufacturing factory 1 through the part stock/manage- 
ment center 9 (route 9b), and Q) reuse-destined parts sent to the service station 1 1 via the part stock/management 
center 9 (route 9c). 

(4) "The discarded parts or materials to be reused as the restored material" are f ragmentated in the recycling fac- 
tory 1 8, whereon some of the shredded or f ragmentated materials will be sent to the manufacturing factory 1 as the 

40 material for new parts (route 1 8e) while the others will be sent to the material restoring factory/material manufac- 
turer 12 (route 18f). The material sent to the material restoring factory/material manufacturer 12 undergoes a mate- 
rial restoration processing, whereon some of the processed or treated materials will be sent to the manufacturing 
factory 1 as materials for new parts (route 12a) while the others will be sent to the part manufacturer 10 to be used 
as the materials for new parts (route 12b). 

45 (5) "The parts or materials to be reused as energy resource (for oil extraction)" are supplied to a dealer 1 7 engaging 
in plastic-to-oil conversion (route 18p) to be converted into oil which is sold to an oil-buyer 131 (route 17a). On the 
other hand, when a plastic-to-oil conversion facility is installed within the recycling factory 6, the parts or materials 
concerned are converted into oil which is used as the energy resource within the recycling factory 18 (route 18q). 

(6) The parts or materials to be reused as energy resource (by burning or cremation)" are transferred to a crema- 
so tion-destined material buyer 132 (route 18r). Further, in case a combustion heat utilizing electric generator is 

installed within the recycling factory 18; the parts or materials concerned are burned within the recycling factory 18 
to be used as an energy resource (route 18s). 

(7) "The discarded parts or materials to be disposed of for reclamation" undergo fragmentation in the recycling fac- 
tory 18. as occasion requires, to be thereby disposed of at a landfill 151 (route 18t). 

55 0134-8] 

(8) The composite parts containing neither harmful nor hazardous materials and to be shredded and classified 
intact" are transferred to a dealer engaging in shredding business (route 18u) to be shredded and classified, wher- 
eon oil-oriented plastic is transferred to the dealer 17 engaging in plastic-to-oil conversion (route 16a) to be con- 
verted into oil. On the other hand, the restoration-destined materials are transferred to the material manufacturer 
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12 to undergo restoration processing (route 16b). Other stable-type waste materials are transported to the landfill 
151 to be reclaimed for landfill. 

The manufactured articles follows the routes described above from the manufacture to the recycle processing and 
the disposal as the waste. 

In order to perform the recycle processings on the component parts of the discarded articles as classified in the 
manners descnbed above, a recycling system for determining or deciding the manufactured articles to be subject to the 
processings as well as the processing methods and recording the processing methods as determined 

In the first place, description will be directed to the manufactured articles subject to the processing. The manufac- 
tured article undergoing the processing is provided with features or facilities mentioned below. 

Component parts (single-material parts and multi-material parts) which constitutes a manufactured article con- 
cerned are previously affixed at least with information of inherent codes indicating the parts and information concerning 
the materials forming the parts, respectively. As an example of the inherent code identifying the part there may be men- 
tioned a part name or identifier and a part number. Further, as an exemplary one of the methods of affixing the informa- 
tion on the part, there can be maintained a method of indicating the information in the form of characters and symbols 
bar code or the like on the surface of the part. The standards for determining the basis for affixing such information to 
the parts can be established by designer or other person at the time when the disassembling procedure is determined 
or when the d.scarded article concerned was designed. However, when the case the parts are purchased from external 
part manufacturer, the latter may determine the information and affix the information to the part 

Next, description will turn to the recycling system. Figure 24 shows a configuration of the recycling system accord- 
ing to the instant embodiment of the invention. 

Referring to Fig. 24, the recycling system is composed of a recycle method decision processor unit 29 for determin- 
ing or deciding the recycle processing method, an input unit 34 for inputting or loading information or data, a recycling 
factory facility control unit 39 for controlling equipment or facilities installed within a recycling factory a discarded article 
processing result recording unit 78 for recording information concerning harmfulness. separation or removal of hazard- 
ous components and the like, a statutory regulation/standard information database 36 for storing information of various 
legal controls or statutory regulations, standards, etc.. a material/part-based recycle method database 37 for storing the 
recycle processing methods on a material-by-material basis and on a part-by-part basis, an article specifications infor- 
mation database 35 for storing article specifications information, a market information database 41 for storing informa- 
tion of the market prices of used parts, information concerning the demand for the parts concerned, and a recycling 
factory specrf.cat.ons database 74 for storing the specifications of the recycling factory and the like. Parenthetically, in 
Fig. 24. blocks which have some functions as those shown in Fig. 5 are designated by like reference characters 
In the following, functions of the individual blocks will be elucidated, respectively. 

as ( 1 ) Article specifications information database 35 

With a view to allow the specifications information of articles subject to the processing to be referenced at the 
recycling factory 18, the article specifications information database 35 storing the specifications information of the 
articles subject to the processings is previously generated or created. Such article specifications information may 
be generated by a designer of the article upon designing thereof or after the designing. Registration of the article 
specifications information in the article specifications information database 35 may be carried out by a manufac- 
turer of the article or a businessman entrusted by the manufacturer. The information registered in the article spec- 
ifications information database 35 may contain only the information of articles (single type of articles or plural types 
of articles) of a certain specific manufacturer or alternatively the information of articles (single type or plural types 
of articles) of plural manufacturers. 

As the contents of the article specifications information, there may be enumerated manufacturer name, cate- 
gory or class of article, name of article, model name, manufactured date, manufacture ID number, component part 
information (part name, part number, part manufacturer, model name of part, harmfulness or non-harmfulness 
possibility of reuse, use history, etc.). disassembling or decomposing methods (disassembling procedure tool 
necessitated, disassemble guiding chart, etc.), standard number of disassembling steps or processes involved 
(hours), etc. 

The disassembling methods mentioned above are previously determined by the designer or other person the 
time of manufacture of discarded article. In this conjunction, it is required at the least to determine the disassem- 
bling method such that the discarded article concerned can be disassembled on the basis of the part affixed with 
l"T erent 001,6 men,,oned hereinbefore. To say in another way. all the parts detached or removed in accordance 
with the disassembling method must have inherent codes identifying these parts, respectively. Of course informa- 
tion concerning the methods for further disassembly the parts separated or removed in accordance with the above- 
mentioned disassembling method may be made available. 

(2) This is a database storing the information of the statutory regulations and the standards concerning the sales 
of manufactured articles, discarded articles and discarded article processings or treatments in various countries 
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concerned. As the information of this sort, there may be mentioned, for example, such information which concerns 
harmful materials/substances an hazardous materials inhibited from use in manufacturing articles or harmful mate- 
rials, substances ad hazardous materials/substances which must not be used in reclaiming for landfill at the stable- 
type final disposal place or harmful materials/substances and hazardous materials/substances which must not be 
5 disposed of at managed-type final disposal place. The statutory regulations information may be acquired from offi- 
cial gazettes or the like and registered in a database. The information concerning the standards may be acquired 
from the organization which is in charge of supervising the standards and registered in a database. In this conjunc- 
tion, it is preferable to create the databases on a category basis of the articles. 

(3) Material/part-based recycle method database 37 

io This is database storing information concerning the recycle processing methods and disposal processing 

methods on a material basis and a part basis and among others the processing methods for processing harmful 
materials/substances, the parts containing harmful materials/substances and the parts containing harmful materi- 
als/substances or hazardous materials/substances (e.g. detoxification processing method, restoration processing 
methods, disposal processing methods) and the information concerning persons capable of performing the 

is processings mentioned above (residence address, communication address, processing or treatment cost, etc.). It 
is preferable to prepare the databases on a material basis and parts basis, respectively. 

(4) Market information database 41 

This is a database containing information of the demand for used parts concerned, information of the market 
prices of various restored materials/substances concerned, information of purchasing prices for various restora- 
20 tion-destined used materials, information concerning possibility of accommodation by recycle processing persons, 
harmful/hazardous material processing persons and final disposal processing persons, information of used part 
buyers and various processing facilities (name, residence, television number, facsimile number, etc.), information 
of costs involved in various transfers and transportations. 

Generation of the databases (1) to (4) mentioned above as well as maintenance/management thereof such as 
25 addition, deletion and correction of data may be performed internally of each company or alternatively by a corpo- 
ration established in common by a plurality of companies or a public organization. 

(5) This is a database storing various specifications information of the recycling factory 18 for processing the dis- 
carded articles. As the specifications information, there may be mentioned information concerning the costs 
involved in the processings conducted in the recycling factory 18 (e.g. cost required for processing per unit time, 

30 shredding cost per unit weight or unit volume). This database should be provided in each of the recycling factories, 
and maintenance/management of data should be carried out on a factory-by-factory basis. 

(6) Recycle method decision processor unit 29 

The recycle method decision processor unit 29 further includes a recycle method decision module 31 storing 
recycle processing decision procedures 32, a recycle method decision procedure editing module 30 and a recycle 

35 procedure generating module 33. (The recycle processing encompasses waste disposal processing.) Additionally, 
it is necessary to modify the rules for the recycle processings and the disposal processing as well as the recycle 
method decision procedure based on the above rules, as the occasion demands, because new recycle processing 
methods and disposal methods are developed from one to another in the course of time lapse. For this reason, the 
recycle method decision procedure editing module 30 mentioned above is provided in order to make it possible to 

40 correct or modify the recycle method decision procedure. 

Connected to the recycle method decision processor unit 29 are the four databases mentioned above so that 
the recycle method decision processor unit 29 can decide the recycle processing methods and generate the recy- 
cle processing decision procedures for the discarded articles on the basis of the information stored in the individual 
databases. 

45 (7) Input unit 34 

The input unit 34 is a device for inputting to the recycle method decision processor unit 29 the article informa- 
tion of the discarded articles transported to the recycling factory 18, which information contains at least the manu- 
facturer name, article name, type or model, manufactured date and the manufacture ID number. The input unit 34 
can equally be used for inputting the information affixed to be component parts detached from the discarded article. 
so In order to cope with various discarded articles, the input unit 34 should be equipped with devices mentioned 

below. 

For coping with an article which is equipped with an article information storage unit storing article information 
and an article information output terminal for outputting externally the article information, the input unit is provided 
with an information output terminal coupling connector 43 for reading out the article information. Further, for the 
55 article which is imparted with a radio transmitter function for sending the article information by wireless, the input 
unit is provided with an information receiver unit 44 for receiving the article information from the discarded article 
by wireless. 

Furthermore, for coping with the discarded article equipped with a removable type article information storage 
unit, the input unit is provided with an article information storage drive unit 50 for driving the article information stor- 
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age unit detached from the discarded article. Additionally, a keyboard 45 and a mouse 47 are provided in associa- 
tion with the input unit for visually reading the article information indicated on a casing of the discarded article and 
inputting the information manually. 

For reading out the article information indicated on the casing or the like of the discarded article in the form of 
a bar code, there may be provided a bar code reading device 46. 

The recycling factory facility control unit 39 is additionally provided with a disassembling line control unit 42, a 
discarded article recycle method transmitting apparatus 73, an information output printer 48 and a discarded article 
processing status recording apparatus 72, which will be elucidated below in (8) to (1 1). 
(8) Disassembling line control unit 42 

The disassembling line control unit 42 is connected to the recycle method decision processor unit 29 in order 
to control operation of the disassembling work line in the recycling factory in accordance with the discarded article 
processing procedure generated by the recycle method decision processor unit 29. 

The discarded article recycle method transmitting apparatus 73 is connected to the recycle method decision 
processor unit 29 for indicating or messaging to workers concerned in the recycling factory 18 the discarded article 
processing procedure generated by the recycle method decision processor unit 29. As such discarded article recy- 
cle method transmitting apparatus 73, there is available a system for displaying as image information the process- 
ing procedure concerned with the aid of a display deice such as television, display monitor or the like and a system 
for messaging the processing procedure in the form of voice information. 

(10) Information output printer 48 

The information output printer 48 is to serve for printing out information of parts detached or separated from 
the discarded article upon disassembling as well as materials/substances thereof (such part name, material/sub- 
stance name, processing method, succeeding process destination, presence or absence of harmful material/sub- 
stance, etc.) in the form of characters, symbols, bar codes or the like. 

(11) Discarded article processing status recording apparatus 72 

The discarded article processing status recording apparatus 72 is connected to the recycle method decision 
processor unit 29 for the purpose of recording the processing status of the discarded articles transported into the 
recycling factory 18. To this end, there maybe employed, for example, a video camera or the like picture recording 
apparatus. 

(12) Discarded article processing result recording unit 78 

The discarded article processing result recording unit 78 is employed recording the information concerning the 
parts detached from the discarded articles. Among others, the real results of removals of those parts which contain 
harmful materials/substances are recorded. 

In the foregoing, description has been made of the system configuration according to the instant embodiment of the 
invention. 

Now, operation of the recycling system according to the instant embodiment of the invention will be described. 

Rgure 25 shows a procedure for processing a discarded article according to the instant embodiment of the inven- 
tion. In the following, processing operations of the recycle method decision processor unit 29 according to the instant 
embodiment will described in conformance with the procedure. 

Referring to Fig. 25, the article code information such as manufacture name, category of article, article name, 
model name, manufactured date, manufacturing number affixed to the discarded article is obtained, whereon the article 
code information as obtained is recorded on the discarded article processing result recording unit 78 shown in Fig 24 
(step 250). 

In the step 250 of the discarded article processing, the article information affixed to the discarded article trans- 
ported into the recycling factory 18 and containing at least the manufacturer name, article name, model or type, manu- 
factured date and manufacture ID number is acquired to be inputted to the recycle method decision processor unit 29. 
As the methods for inputting the article code information affixed to the discarded article into the system, as in the case 
of the first embodiment, there may be conceived those mentioned below. 

(1) A method of inputting and recording article information indicated on a label or the like attached to the discarded 
article in the form of characters, symbols or the like by reading visually the information by the worker and inputting 
the information with the aid of the keyboard 45 and the mouse 47. Parenthetically, there may be a case where the 
artide information is directly stamped or printed on a casing of the discarded article. 

(2) Method of inputting and recording the article information indicated on a label or the like stuck to the discarded 
article in the form of a bar code by means of a bar code reading device. Of course, there may be a case where the 
bar code is directly stamped or printed on a casing of the discarded article. 

(3) A method of reading the article information stored previously in a memory incorporated in the discarded article 
at the time of the manufacture thereof. In that case, the article is provided with an article information output terminal 
21 h ( as illustrated in Fig. 6, to which the information output terminal coupling connector 43 is connected to thereby 
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read out the article information or alternatively an article information storage unit 21 a may be provided in the article, 
as illustrated in Fig. 9, for sending out by wireless the article information which is received by the radio information 
receiver unit 44 for inputting the article information into the system, as illustrated in Fig. 17. 

5 Furthermore, the use history information stored in the discarded article may be inputted. Subsequently, it is decided 

whether the discarded article destined for recycle has possibility of restoration or not (step 251). In that case, the article 
specifications information is retrieved from the article specifications information database 35 on the basis of the article 
information of the discarded article concerned as acquired in the aforementioned step 250. Figure 7 illustrates an exam- 
ple of data of the article specifications information. In the first place, it is decided whether or not the statutory regula- 
rs tions/standards to be abided by are met when the restored article is put on the market by comparing the acquired article 
specifications information with the statutory regulations/standards retrieved from the statutory regulation/standard infor- 
mation database 36. For the article satisfying the statutory regulations/standards, decision is then made as to whether 
or not reuse allowability criterion determined by the manufacturer of the discarded article concerned can be satisfied. 
Such standards are previously stored in the article as one of the article specifications information by the manufacturer. 

is In the case of the exemplary data shown in Fig. 7, the years defining the restoration-allowable life limit is contained in 
the basic information. In the recycle method decision processor unit 29, on the basis of the manufactured date informa- 
tion contained in the article information acquired in the step 250 and the discarded article processing date, years lapsed 
from the manufacture of the article concerned is calculated, whereon years lapsed is compared with the restoration- 
allowable life limit to thereby decide the restoration allowability. The article satisfying the restoration allowability is 

20 decided to be a restoration allowable article candidate. 

The discarded article decided to be the restoration allowable article candidate in the step 251 is then classified into 
a group of the restoration allowable article candidates (step 252). Subsequently, the article is sent to the article restor- 
ing factory 8. In the article restoring factory 8, the discarded articles undergo again the restoration allowability decision 
process to be classified into those subject to the restoration processing and the other. 

25 The discarded articles decided as the restoration inhibited article in the step 251 mentioned above are classified 
into a group of restoration-inhibited articles (to discriminate from the other recycle-destined articles than the restoration- 
inhibited articles) (step 253). Additionally, the following recycle processing steps are executed. 

The discarded articles which have been decided as the restoration-inhibited articles are then subjected to a check 
processing for determining whether or not any one of the component parts of the restoration-inhibited article contains 

30 harmful material/substance or hazardous material/substance (step 254). To this end, material/substance information of 
the component parts contained in the article specifications information of the restoration-inhibited article as obtained in 
the step 250 mentioned above is compared with the harmful/hazardous material/substance information retrieved from 
the statutory regulation/standard information database 36 to thereby search the component parts containing the harm- 
ful material/substance or hazardous material/substance. 

35 Subsequently, on the basis of the component part information contained in the article specifications information 
obtained in the aforementioned step 250, decision is made as to whether or not these exist reuse-destined parts among 
those constituting the discarded article (step 255). The reuse-destined parts are determined in advance by the manu- 
facturer of the discarded article so that the information of the reuse-destined part is stored on a part-by-part basis as 
one of the component part information which is contained in the article specifications information of the discarded arti- 

40 cle (see Fig. 7). 

However, even when the information predetermined by the manufacturer as mentioned above is unavailable, fur- 
ther decision processings mentioned below is executed for those component parts which are decided as "commercially 
demanded on the basis of the used part demand information stored in the market information database 41. 

For a given component part for which the information "commercially demanded" is derived from the used part 
45 demand information, the purchase price of a corresponding used part commercially handled by the sued part dealers 
is retrieved from the used part demand information. Furthermore, the disassembling cost involved in separating or 
detaching the part from the discarded article as well as the fee charged for transportation is estimated by calculation, 
whereon the cost corresponding to the sum of the disassembling cost and the transportation fee is compared with the 
purchase price of the used part dealers for determining whether or not profit is resulted. When the profit is gained, then 
so the part concerned is decided. j 

Next, calculation or arithmetic estimation will be elucidated in detail. 

At first, description will be directed to a disassembling cost estimating calculation processing method which is car- 
ried out by the recycle method decision processor unit 29. Information or data required for the part disassembling cost 
estimating method and the information source from which such information can be obtained are mentioned in the fol- 
55 lowing sections captioned (1) to (3). respectively. 

(1) Information of disassembling process time required for separating or detaching part 

As can be seen from the contents of the article specifications information database 35 shown in Fig. 26, the 
above-captioned information can be made available by registering previously the disassembling method informa- 
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tion in the article specifications information database 35. When one of the disassembling method information con- 
tained in the article specifications information of the article is given by a disassembling process time required 
therefor, the design of the article concerned arithmetically estimates a standard disassembling process (standard 
time) in advance to thereby store the estimated value in the article specifications information database 35 as 

5 shown in Fig. 26. By way of example, referring to Fig. 26, when the used article demand exists for the part "PWB 

ASS*Y M identified by a disassembling sequence number "7" (i.e.. when the recycle method decision processor unit 
29 determines on the basis of the used part demand information contained in the market information database 41 
that the part "PWB ASS*Y" is commercially demanded), the standard disassembling process costs for the disas- 
sembling sequence numbers "r to T are added together to thereby calculate the standard disassembling process 

w cost for disassembling and separating or detaching the components "PWB ASST. 

(2) Cost required for unit disassembling process overhead (unit time) in recycling factory conducting discarded arti- 
cle processing or treatment 

This cost can be made available by registering in the recycling factory specifications database 74 the cost 
required for unit disassembling process time on a factory-by-factory basis. 
15 (3) Various costs such as packing cost, etc. 

The costs can be determined by registering the various or miscellaneous costs such as part packing costs in 
the recycling factory specifications database 74 on a factory -by-factory basis. 

On the basis of the information mentioned above, the part disassembling cost can be arithmetically estimated 
For calculating the cost for disassembling and detaching a given part, the standard disassembling process number 
20 mentioned at (1) .s multiplied by the cost required for the unit disassembling process (time) in the recycling factory 
conducting the discarded article processing or treatment, to thereby determine the disassembling/separating cost 
Further, the disassembling/separating cost is added with predetermined miscellaneous costs such as packing cost 
read out from the recycling factory specifications database 74. 

Next, description will be made of the information or data required for calculating the transporting fee or cost 
25 involved in transporting the part as well as the relevant information source. 

It is assumed that a door-to-door delivery service is utilized for the transportation of reused parts The trans- 
portation fee is determined in dependence on outer dimensions of the object for transportation and transportation 
distance. 

(4) Outer dimensions information of component part 
This information can be obtained by registering the outer dimensions on a part-by-part basis in the article spec- 
ifications information database 35. 

(5) Addresses information of used part dealers 
This information can be obtained by registering the addresses of the reused-part buyers or the like in the mar- 
ket information database 41 . 

(6) Information of transportation fee charged by door-to-door delivery service (transportation fee list) 
This information can be obtained by registering the information of the transportation fee of the door-to-door 

delivery service in the market information database 41. 

On the basis of the information mentioned above, the transportation fee of the part is estimated. More specifically 
the outer dimensions of a part concerned is estimated on the basis of the outer dimensions information of that part' 
wh.le the transportation distance is arithmetically estimated on the basis of the address information of the used part 
dealer who purchases the part. On the basis of both the information mentioned above, the transportation fee to be 
charged for the door-to-door delivery service is searched from the relevant database. In succession, the cost deter- 
TIk 9S ° f the disassemb,in 9 /se Pa r ^ i n9 cost (inclusive of the packing cost and other miscellaneous costs) 

and the transportation fee is compared with the part purchase price of the used part dealer retrieved from the market 
information database 41 . When the disassembling/separating cost is lower than the purchase cost, it is then determined 
that the part concerned is to be disassembled and separated as the reuse-destined part. 

Subsequently, the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance identified in the aforementioned steps 
254 and 255 as well as the separation/sorting procedures for the reusendestined parts are determined by retrieving the 
relevant databases (step 256). More specifically, in the step 256, the disassembling procedure of the article determined 
previously by the designer thereof or other person is read out from the article specifications information database 35 
Figure 26 illustrates exemplary data of the disassembling procedure. In succession, of the part containing harmful/haz- 
ardous material/substance and the reuse-destined parts as determined, the last part detached in the disassembling 
procedure, i.e. . the part having the disassembling sequence number of the greatest value is searched, whereon the pro- 
cedure performed up to the disassembling or detachment of the part mentioned above is defined as the separation/sort- 
ing procedure for the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance and the reuse-destined part Further for 
those of the parts detached in the course of the separation/sorting procedure for the part containing harmful/hazardous 
material/substance and the reuse-destined part as retrieved in the step 256 which belong to neither the class of the part 
containing harmful/hazardous material/substance nor the class of the reuse-destined parts, the relevant processing 
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methods are determined (step 257). 

By way of example, it is assumed that the separation/sorting procedure for the part containing harmful/hazardous 
material/substance and the reuse-destined part of a given article is decided to be the procedure up to the disassem- 
bling sequence number M 9" in the article disassembling method information shown in Fig. 26 and that the part s which 

5 belong to neither the class of the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance nor the class of the reuse-des- 
tined parts correspond to the parts of the disassembling sequence numbers "1". "2", "3", "4", "5 M , "6" and u 8\ For the 
parts decided as belonging to neither of both the classes mentioned above, the part numbers thereof are read out from 
the disassembling method information (see Fig. 26). On the basis of the part numbers, the component part information 
(see Fig. 7) is read out from the article specifications information of the article concerned as read out from the article 

10 specifications information database 35. Subsequently, on the basis of the component part information read out, the part 
processing methods are searched from the material/part-based recycle method database 37, which stores therein the 
processing or treating method information on a part-by-part basis and the processing method information on a material- 
by-material basis. The search of the part processing method information is performed in the order mentioned below. 

(1) At first, on the basis of at least the name, manufacturer, part number and the part grade, presence or absence 
of the processing method inherent to a given part is determined by searching the material/part-based recycle 
method database 37. When the method concerned exists, then the method is decided as to processing method for 
the given part. 

(2) By contrast, unless the processing method inherent to the given part, then decision is made whether the con- 
stituent material or substance constituting that part is of a single type or of a composite type. 

(a) In case part is constituted by a single material: 
A processing method for that material or substance is retrieved from the material/part-based recycle method 

database 37. When no more than one processing method exists for the material concerned, then that one process- 
ing method is decided as the relevant processing method. On the other hand, when a plurality of processing meth- 
ods are available for one material, then the unit profit for each of these processing methods is calculated in 
accordance with expression [(purchase price of material dealer)-(cost involved in preprocessing (shredding))], 
whereupon the costs determined for the processing methods, respectively, are compared with one another to 
thereby determine the processing method which can bring about the maximum profit. In conjunction with "the cost 
involved in the preprocessing (shredding) within the recycling factory 18", it is however noted that such preprocess- 
ing (shredding) in the recycling factory 18 is not required. The purchase prices of the material dealers are recorded 
in the material/|Dart-based recycle method database 37 on a material-by-material basis. Thus, the former can be 
read out from the latter. Further, the cost involved in the preprocessing (e.g. shredding) in the recycling factory 18 
is recorded in the recycling factory specification database. 

(b) In case material constituting a part is of composite type: 
Basically, this sort of material is decided to be transferred to dealer engaging in shredding business to undergo 

shredding/separation processing. However, when the materials constituting a part concerned include only different 
types of plastics, the profit per unit material is calculated in accordance with the expression [(disassembling 
processing of material by dea!er)-cost involved in preprocessing (shredding) within the recycling factory 18)] on the 
basis of the purchase prices of the dealer 16 engaging in shredding business, the dealer 1 7 engaging in plastic-to- 
oil conversion and the cremation-destined material buyer 132, whereon the dealer giving the maximum profit is 
determined. 

Before commanding the discarded article disassembling/classifying work to the worker, the discarded article 
45 processing status recording apparatus 72 is put into operation (step 258) to thereby start recording of the discarded arti- 
cle separation/sorting statuses. As the discarded article processing status recording apparatus 72, there may be 
employed, for example, a video camera and a video recorder. In that case, upon recording picture information on a 
recording medium (video tape or the like), there should be recorded at a starting portion of the record at least the article 
name (article category), type (model name), manufacturer name, manufactured date and the manufacturer number of 
so the discarded article concerned. 

The separation/sortings are commanded to the workers in accordance with the separation/sorting procedure for 
the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance, the reuse-destined parts and the other parts of the dis- 
carded article as retrieved and decided in the steps 256 and 257 (step 259). The commands can be validated with the 
aid of the discarded article recycle method transmitting apparatus 73. The discarded article recycle method transmitting 
55 apparatus 73 may be implemented by an image display device or a voice reproducing apparatus for giving commands 
to the workers in terms of image information or voice information. By way of example, description will be made of a case 
where the commands are issued on the basis of article disassembling information illustrated in Fig. 26. In this conjunc- 
tion, Fig. 27 illustrates pictorially corresponding disassembling or detaching process. 

When the detaching/separating command is to be issued for the part "PWB ASS*Y" having the detaching sequence 
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number "7", a reference disassemble drawing No. (D1004) is read out from the article disassembling information, 
whereupon on the basis of the information read out, the disassemble drawing corresponding to the reference drawing 
No. is retrieved from the article specifications information database 35 and displayed on a picture display device 75. At 
this time point, it is displayed which of the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance, reuse-destined part 

5 and the other part the part decided to be detached in the preceding step belongs to. Further, when the part to be 
detached belongs to the category of the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance, then the harmful/haz- 
ardous material/substance contained in that part are displayed as well. Additionally, information concerning the quantity 
or number of parts to be detached and tools to be used is messaged in the form of voice. In the disassembling or 
detaching method illustrated in Fig. 26, "+D" designates a screw driver having a cross-like tip. Corresponding to the 

io information for the tool "+D", voice information "plus driver" is generated and recorded. The voice information is trans- 
mitted to the worker by way of a loud speaker 76. 

Furthermore, in order to make the worker to input information of the part code affixed to the detached part and infor- 
mation concerning the constituent material or substance, locations of the part code and the constituent material infor- 
mation are displayed. 

is The worker detaches the part(s) in accordance with the command and reads out the part code information and the 
constituent material information, both of which are inputted to the recycle method decision processor unit 29. The infor- 
mation read-out input method will differ in dependence on the manner in which the code information and the constituent 
information are made available. When the information concerned is indicated in the form of characters and/or symbols, 
the worker reads out visually the information and inputs it by manipulating the keyboard 45 and the mouse 47. On the 

20 other hand, when the information concerned is indicated in the form of a bar code, the worker uses the bar code reading 
device 46 for reading and inputting the information. (In the case of the example illustrated in Fig. 27, the bar code read- 
ing device 46 is used to this end.) 

The information of the part code affixed to the part detached as well as the constituent material information as 
inputted and additionally the information concerning the category of the part (i.e., part containing harmful/hazardous 

25 material/substance or the reuse-destined part or the other part) decided as described above are recorded by the dis- 
carded article processing result recording unit 78 (step 260). Moreover, for the so-called other part (i.e., part other than 
the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance and the reuse-destined part), information concerning the 
processing method (shredding/separation or restoration of material or conversion into oil or incineration or landfill) is 
equally recorded. Besides, the information of the dealer for the parts decided in the manner described hereinbefore 

30 (e.g. dealer's name, code identifying dealer, etc) is also recorded. 

Next, it is decided in a step 261 whether or not the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance and/or 
the reuse-destined parts to be detached from the discarded article concerned as retrieved in the aforementioned steps 
254 and 255 have all been detached or separated. This decision can be validated by deciding whether the information 
of the part bar codes affixed to the parts and that of the constituent materials have been recorded. If there remain the 

35 part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance or the reuse-destined parts to be detached, the procedure pro- 
ceeds to the step 259 for commanding the disassembling and detachment. 11 otherwise, then a step 262 is executed. 

A detoxification certificate certifying that the remaining portion of the discarded article from which all the part con- 
taining harmful/hazardous material/substance to be detached have been removed is harmless is printed out onto a 
sheet such as paper by means of the information output printer 48, whereon the certificate is applied to a portion of the 

40 discarded article remaining after removal of all the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance (step 262). 
In the detoxification certificate, the following information is written. 

(1) At least the article name (article category), model (type name), manufacturer name, manufactured date and 
manufacture ID number of the discarded article undergone detoxification treatment 
45 (2) A list of parts constituting a remaining portion of the discarded article (part name, part number, part manufac- 
turer, material/substance name) 

(3) A list of part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance removed (at least names of part containing 
harmful/hazardous material/substance removed and names of harmful/hazardous materials/substances con- 
tained) 

50 

Finally, operation of the discarded article processing status recording apparatus 72 is stopped (step 263). In the 
foregoing, the processing procedures executed in the recycling factory 18 according to the invention incarnated in the 
instant embodiment have been described. The individual parts and/or assemblies removed and classified are sent to 
subsequent process or relevant dealers as decided, respectively. According to the instant system, the part containing 
55 harmful/hazardous material/substance can be removed or separated without fail, wherein a remaining portion of the 
discarded article from which the parts have been removed is sent to the dealer 1 6 engaging in shredding business 
along with the detoxification certificate. Thus, the dealer 16 engaging in shredding business can conduct the shred 
processing straightforwardly. When such remaining portions of the discarded articles is to be disposed of for landfill, it 
is possible to reclaim them in a stable-type final disposal place. The dealer 16 engaging in shredding business can con- 
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duct the shred processing and the reclamation processing with ease because it is certificated that the waste parts he 
or she received contained neither harmful material nor hazardous material. On the other hand, the dealer 16 engaging 
in shredding business can not refuse flatly disposal of the waste because the non-harmfulness is certified. In this way, 
with the instant system, it is possible to execute the disposal processing of the discarded articles smoothly and safely 

5 (for human beings and environment). 

Further, in the system described above, the contents of the processings conducted in the recycling factory 18 are 
recorded by the discarded article processing status recording apparatus 72 and the discarded article processing result 
recording unit 78. Thus, the processing contents can be confirmed as the need arises, to an advantage. Owing to this 
feature, a self-governing body which is in charge of supervising the recycling factories can easily confirm the contents 

10 of the processings executed in the factories. 

Furthermore, since the part containing harmful/hazardous material/substance, reuse-destined parts and the other 
parts detached from the discarded article undergone the processing are fixed with respective code information and the 
constituent material information, the actual reception records of the parts can be facilitated because it is sufficient for 
preparing such records to read the information affixed to the parts. Besides, management of the parts as well as the 

75 decision as to the processing which the parts are to undergo can be facilitated. 

Industrial Utility 

As is apparent from the foregoing description, it is possible to decide and execute proper recycle processing of dis- 
20 carded articles in the manufactured article recycling system according to the present invention. Thus, the invention can 
make great contribution to economization of energy consumption which should otherwise increase, reduction in the 
amount of wastes, prevention of environmental pollution due to harmful materials and/or substances. Further, by virtue 
of easy availability of use history information of the discarded articles, the history information data can be referenced in 
designing a new article, which can enhance the reliability of manufactured article. Additionally, use life of a manufac- 
25 tured article can be extended, which in turn leads to economization of energy consumption and reduction in the amount 
of wastes. Furthermore, by making reference to the recycle rules taught by the invention at a stage of designing an arti- 
cle, manufacturing of article which can be recycled easily is much promoted. 

Claims 

30 

1 . A manufactured article recycling system for deciding a recycle processing for realizing a method of reusing a man- 
ufactured article, 

characterized in that said system comprises: 

35 reading means for reading information affixed to said article; 

storage means for storing a database of article reuse oriented information which bears correspondence to said 
information affixed to said article for reuse of said article; 

recycle decision means for deciding said recycle processing for said article by referencing said article reuse 
oriented information of said database stored in said storage means on the basis of the information affixed to 
40 the article inputted through said reading means; and 

output means for outputting result of the decision made for said article by said recycle decision means. 

2. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that the information affixed to the article and inputted through said reading means contains 
45 information concerning at least name of the article, manufacturer name of the article, model name of the article, 
manufactured date, manufacturing number and component parts of the article; 

said storage means includes as said database an article specifications information database for storing life 
limit information concerning a restoration-allowable life limit of said article; and 

that said recycle decision means makes decision on the basis of the information affixed to said article as 
so inputted through said reading means as to whether or not said article satisfies condition that said article has a 
remaining life falling within said restoration-allowable life limit of said article as stored in said article specifications 
information database, wherein when the remaining life of said article falls within said restoration-allowable life limit, 
said recycle decision means issues a recycle processing decision result indicating that said article is subject to res- 
toration as a restored article, and if otherwise, said recycle decision means issues a recycle processing decision 
55 result indicating that said article is subject to a disassembling processing for disassembling said article to individual 
component parts. 

3. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 2, 

characterized in that said storage means includes as said database a statutory regulation/standard informa- 
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tion database storing statutory regulation information concerning statutory regulations imposed on manufactured 
articles on an article-by-article basis and standard information concerning standards previously established for 
manufactured articles on an article-by-article basis; and 

that said recycle decision means is so arranged that when said article is decided as being subject to resto- 

5 ration as a restored article, said recycle decision means further makes decision on the basis of the information 

affixed to said article and inputted through said reading means as to whether or not said article conforms to said 
statutory regulation information and said standard information relevant to said article and stored in said statutory 
regulation/standard information database, wherein when said statutory regulation information and said standard 
information are abided by said article, said recycle decision means issues a recycle processing decision result indi- 

10 eating that said article is subject to restoration as a restored article, and if otherwise, said recycle decision means 
issues a recycle processing decision result indicating that said article is subjected to a disassembling processing 
for disassembling said article to individual component parts. 

4. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 3, 

75 characterized in that the article specifications information database further stores therein information con- 

cerning quality check procedure to be performed for each article and quality criterion information; 

said recycle decision means is arranged such that when said recycle decision means indicates as the result 
of said recycle processing decision that said article is subject to restoration, said recycle decision means extracts 
the information of said quality check procedure and said quality criterion information from said article specifications 
20 information database; and 

that said output means outputs the information of said quality check procedure and said quality criterion of 
said article as extracted by said recycle decision means. 

5. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 3, 

25 characterized in that the information affixed to said manufactured article and inputted through said reading 

means further contains part information concerning component parts of said article; 

said statutory regulation/standard information database further stores the statutory regulation information 
and the standard information for the component parts of said article, respectively; and 

that said recycle decision means is so arranged that when said article decided as being subject to said dis- 

30 assembling processing falls within the restoration-allowable life limit and when said article does not conform to said 
statutory regulation information and said standard information, said recycle decision means further makes decision 
for each of said component parts as to whether or not said component part is subject to reuse and as to whether 
or not said component part conforms to said statutory regulation information and said standard information relevant 
to said component part and stored in said statutory regulation/standard information database, wherein when said 

35 component part is subject to reuse and when said statutory regulation information and said standard information 
are abided by said component part, said recycle decision means issues a recycle processing decision result indi- 
cating that said component part is a reusable component part, and if otherwise, said recycle decision means issues 
a recycle processing decision result indicating that said component part is subjected to other recycle than the 
reuse. 

40 

6. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 5, 

characterized in that the article specifications information database further stores therein information con- 
cerning quality check procedure to be performed for each component part and quality criterion information; 

said recycle decision means is arranged such that when said recycle decision means indicates as the result 
45 of said recycle processing decision that said component part is reusable, said recycle decision means extracts the 
information of said quality check procedure and said quality criterion information from said article specifications 
information database; and 

that said output means outputs the information of said quality check procedure and said quality criterion of 
said component part as extracted by said recycle decision means. 

50 

7. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 5, 

characterized in that the information affixed to the manufactured article and inputted through said reading 
means further contains information of materials of said component parts; 

said storage means includes as said database a material-based recycle processing method database which 
55 stores information concerning harmfulness or hazardousness of materials of said component parts and recycle 
processing methods for said materials, respectively; 

said recycle decision means makes decisions for the component parts decided as being subject to other 
recycle than said reuse as to whether the material of said component part inputted through said reading means is 
harmful or hazardous by referencing said materiaJ-based recycle processing method database, wherein when said 
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material of the component part is decided as being harmful or hazardous, said recycle decision means extracts a 
recycle processing method for said component part by referencing said material-based recycle processing method 
database; and 

that said output means outputs the information of said recycle processing method of said component part 
5 as extracted by said recycle decision means. 

8. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 5, 

characterized in that the information affixed to the manufactured article and inputted through said reading 
means further contains information of materials of said component parts; and 

10 that said recycle decision means makes decisions for the component parts decided as being subject to other 

recycle than said reuse as to whether or not the material of said component part inputted through said reading 
means is a composite material constituted by at least two types of substances, wherein when said material of the 
component part is decided as being a composite material, said recycle decision means issues as the result of said 
recycle processing decision an indication that said component part necessitates fragmentation (shredding)/sepa- 

15 ration treatment 

9. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 5, 

characterized in that the information affixed to the manufactured article and inputted through said reading 
means further contains information of materials of said component parts; 
20 said storage means includes as said database a material-based recycle processing method database which 

stores information concerning capability of restoration or burning or disposability as waste of said component parts, 
respectively; and 

that said recycle decision means makes decisions for the component parts decided as being subject to other 
recycle than said reuse as to whether the material of said component part inputted through said reading means is 
25 restorable or burnable or disposable, wherein result of said decision is adopted as the result of said recycle 
processing decision. 

10. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 5, 

characterized in that said storage means includes as said database a part-based recycle processing 
30 method database which stores recycle processing methods for said component parts, respectively; 

said recycle decision means extracts the recycle processing method for the component part decided as 
being subject to other recycle than said reuse by referencing said part-based recycle processing method database; 
and 

that said output means outputs the information of said recycle processing method of said component part 
35 as extracted by said recycle decision means. 

11. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 2, 

characterized in that said article specifications information database further stores therein disassembling 
procedures for component parts, respectively, of each article; 
40 said recycle decision means extracts the disassembling procedures for the component parts of the article 

which is decided as being subject to said disassembling processing by referencing said article specifications infor- 
mation database; and 

that said output means outputs the disassembling procedures of the component parts as extracted by said 
recycle decision means. 

45 

12. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 7, 

characterized in that said material-based recycle processing method database stores therein classifying 
procedures and detaching work procedures for the component parts of harmful or hazardous materials as said 
recycle processing method; 

so said recycle decision means extracts the classifying procedures and the detaching work procedures for the 

component parts of harmful or hazardous material for the article which is decided as being subject to said disas- 
sembling processing by referencing said material-based recycle processing method database; and 

that said output means outputs the classifying procedures and the detaching procedures for said component 
parts as extracted by said recycle decision means. 

55 

13. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 12, 

characterized in that said output means issues documents indicating absence of harmfulness or hazardous- 
ness in the component parts remaining after discriminative removal of said component parts of harmful or hazard- 
ous materials. 
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14. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that said system further comprises decision result storage means for storing the results of 
the decisions made by said recycle decision means. 

5 1 5. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 3, 

characterized in that said system further comprises affixing means for affixing information of shipping date 
when the manufactured article decided as being subject to the restoration as a restored article is transferred to a 
restoration process. 

16. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 2, 
characterized in that said storage means includes as said database a market information database which 

stores price information on the market of used articles for said article; 

said recycle decision means extracts said used article market price information for the article decided as 
being subject to restoration from said market information database; and 

that said output means outputs the used article market price information for said article as extracted by said 
recycle decision means. 

1 7. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that said output means includes at least one of voice output means for generating voice 

information, video information output means for generating image information and printing means for generating 
printed information in order to output the results of the decision made by said recycle decision means. 

18. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 11, 
characterized in that said output means includes at least one of voice output means for generating voice 

25 information, video information output means for generating image information and printing means for generating 

printed information in order to output the detaching procedures for said component parts. 

19. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 1 t 

characterized in that said reading means for reading the information affixed to said article includes at least 
30 one selected from a group which consists of connecting means connected to said article for reading information 
affixed to said article, radio receiver means for receiving information affixed to the article sent out from radio trans- 
mitter means which is provided in association with said article, bar code reading means for reading a bar code 
when information affixed to said article is indicated by the bar code, and driving means for driving removable mem- 
ory means for storing information to be affixed to said article when said removable memory means is provided in 
35 association with said article. 

20. A manufactured article recycling system according to claim 1, 

characterized in that said system further comprises an equipment control unit for controlling facilities for exe- 
cuting the recycle processing on the basis ol the result of decision made by said recycle decision means. 

40 

21. A manufactured article recycling system comprising a manufactured article manufactured with a reuse method 
thereof being taken into consideration and a recycle processing deciding apparatus for deciding a recycle process- 
ing for realizing said reuse method, 

characterized in that said manufactured article includes memory means for storing as information affixed to 
45 said manufactured article information concerning at least name of the article, manufacturer name of the article, 

model name of the article, manufactured date, manufacturing number and component parts of the article, and out- 
put means for outputting information affixed to said manufactured article and stored in said memory means; and 

that said recycle processing deciding apparatus includes connecting means connected to said article for 
reading the information affixed to said article from said output means; 

50 

storage means for storing a database of information for reuse of said article, said information bearing corre- 
spondence to the information affixed to said article; 

recycle decision means for deciding said recycle processing for said article by referencing said information for 
the reuse of said article contained in said database stored in said storage means on the basis of the informa- 
55 tion affixed to the article and read through said connecting means; and 

output means for outputting result of the decision made by said recycle decision means for said article. 

22. A manufactured article recycling system comprising a manufactured article manufactured with a reuse method 
thereof being taken into consideration and a recycle processing deciding apparatus for deciding a recycle process- 
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ing for realizing said reuse method, 

characterized in that said manufactured article includes memory means for storing as information affixed to 
said manufactured article information concerning at least name of the article, manufacturer name of the article, 
model name of the article, manufactured date, manufacturing number and component parts of the article and radio 
5 . transmitter means for outputting by wireless the information affixed to said manufactured article and stored in said 
memory means; and 

that said recycle processing deciding apparatus includes radio receiver means for receiving by wireless the 
information affixed to said article as sent out by said radio transmitter means; 

10 storage means for storing a database of information for reuse of said article, said information bearing corre- 

spondence to the information affixed to said article; 

recycle decision means for deciding said recycle processing for said article by referencing said information for 
the reuse of said article contained in said database stored in said storage means on the basis of the informa- 
tion affixed to the article and received through said radio receiver means; and 
is output means for outputting result of the decision made by said recycle decision means for said article. 

23. A manufactured article recycling system comprising a manufactured article manufactured with a reuse method 
thereof being taken into consideration and a recycle processing deciding apparatus for deciding a recycle process- 
ing for realizing said reuse method, 

20 characterized in that said manufactured article includes bar code means for indicating information affixed to 

said manufactured article in the form of a bar code, said information containing at least name of the article, manu- 
facturer name of the article, model name of the article, manufactured date, manufacturing number and component 
parts of the article; and 

that said recycle processing deciding apparatus includes bar code reading means for reading said bar code; 

25 

storage means for storing a database of information for reuse of said article, said information bearing corre- 
spondence to the information affixed to said article; 

recycle decision means for deciding said recycle processing for said article by referencing said information for 
the reuse of said article contained in said database stored in said storage means on the basis of the informa- 
30 Hon affixed to the article and corresponding to the bar code inputted through said bar code reading means; and 

output means for outputting result of the decision made by said recycle decision means for said article. 

24. A manufactured article recycling system comprising a manufactured article manufactured with a reuse method 
thereof being taken into consideration and a recycle processing deciding apparatus for deciding a recycle process- 

35 ing for realizing said reuse method, 

characterized in that said manufactured article includes removable memory means for storing as information 
affixed to said manufactured article information concerning at least name of the article, manufacturer name of the 
article, model name of the article; and 

that said recycle processing deciding apparatus includes driving means for driving said removable memory 
40 means for thereby reading the information affixed to said article from said removable memory means; 

storage means for storing a database of information for reuse of said article, said information bearing corre- 
spondence to the information affixed to said article; 

recycle decision means for deciding said recycle processing for said article by referencing said information for 
45 the reuse of said article contained in said database stored in said storage means on the basis of the informa- 

tion affixed to the article and read out from said removable memory means driven by said driving means; and 
output means for outputting result of the decision made by said recycle decision means for said article. 

25. An article manufactured with a reuse method thereof being taken into consideration, 

so characterized in that said article includes memory means for storing as information affixed to said article at 

least information concerning at least name of the article, manufacturer name of the article, model name of the arti- 
cle, manufactured date, manufacturing number; and 

component parts of the article and output means for outputting information affixed to the manufactured article 
55 and stored in said memory means. 

26. An article according to claim 25, 

characterized in that said article includes times counting means for counting a number of times power supply 
to said article is turned on, and temporal duration counting means for counting temporal duration of power supply 
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from a time point at which said power supply is turned on to a time point at which said power supply is turned off; 
and 

that said memory means stores as use history information said number of times counted by said times 
counting means and said temporal duration of the power supply counted by said temporal duration counting 
means. 

27. An article according to claim 25, 

characterized in that said article includes temperature measuring means for measuring temperature of said 
article in a state in which said power supply is on, storage means for storing an upper limit value of temperature 
specified for said article, and detecting means for detecting that the temperature of said article measured by said 
temperature measuring means exceeds said upper limit value of said specified temperature stored in said storage 
means; 

said temporal duration measuring means responding to the detection output of said detecting means to 
thereby measure a temporal duration for which the temperature of the article measured by said temperature meas- 
uring means continues to exceed the upper limit value of the specified temperature stored in said storage means; 
and 

that said memory means further stores in response to the detection output of said detecting means said 
temporal duration for which said upper limit value is exceeded and which is counted by said temporal duration 
counting means. 
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FIG. 7 
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FIG. 8 

EXAMPLE OF USE HISTORY INFORMATION DATA 

(c)WHETHER OR NOT SPECIFIED UPPER 



1.DATA STRUCTURE 
(a) POWER-ON 
SEQUENTIAL TIMES 



(b) POWER 
SUPPLY 
DURATION thl 



LIMIT VALUE OF ENVIRONMENT 
TEMPERATURE HAS BEEN EXCEEDED 



CD 


1 


10 


0 


(2) 


2 


5 


0 


(3) 


3 


2 


0 


(4) 


3 


3 


1 


(5) 


3 


2 


0 


(6) 


4 


5 


0 



2.HIST0RY INFORMATION DATA 
STORING SCHEME 

(EXAMPLE 1) 

(DUPON POWER-ON OF TV (WHEN 
POWER SUPPLY IS TURNED ON 
SECOND TIME) 



(EXAMPLE 2) 

(DUPON POWER-ON OF TV (WHEN POWER 
SUPPLY IS TURNED ON THIRD TIME) 
(a) (b) (c) 



(a) (b) (c) 



(1) 
(2) 
(3) 



1 


10 


0 


2 


5 


0 


3 







(1) 

(2) 



1 


10 


0 


2 













(2) UPON POWER-OFF AFTER 
OPERATION OF TV FOR FIVE 
HOURS WITHIN SPECIFIED 
TEMPERATURE RANGE 



(2) WHEN ENVIRONMENTAL TEMPERATURE STARTS 
TO RISE BEYOND SPECIFIED UPPER LIMIT VALUE 
AFTER TWO HOURS FROM POWER-ON 

(a) (b) (c) 

(1) 



(2) 
(3) 



( a : 


) (b) 


(c) 


(1) 


1 


10 


0 


(2) 


2 


5 


0 











(3) WHEN 



10 



0 



ENVIRONMENTAL TEMPERATURE AGAIN 



FALLS WITHIN SPECIFIED TEMPERATURE RANGE 
(a) (b) (c) 



(1) 


1 


10 


0 


(2) 


2 


5 


0 


(3) 


3 


2 


0 


(4) 


3 


3 


1 



(4) WHEN POWER SUPPLY IS TURNED OFF 
AFTER SUPPLY FOR TWO HOURS 



(a) (b) 


(c) 


(1) 


1 


10 


0 


(2) 


2 


5 


0 


(3) 


3 


2 


0 


(4) 


3 


3 


1 


(5) 


3 


2 


0 



42 

BNSDOCID: <EP 0756238A1J > 



EP 0 756 238 A1 



Z DC 
O UJ 

IS 




o 
<: 

2 

DC 
LJJ 
Q_ 

H- ~ 

o 



CO 
LU 

i 

o 
I— 
cc 



LU CC 



o o 



R eg 



co — 

CO I — 
CO . 



CO 



<r CO 



LL ^ 

o o 

LU O 

Q_ 

CO 



CO 



a 



a O »— 
O ^ lu 

Ln ^ ^ 

^ ^ o 

LU LU 

CO O 

sgi 

CO 

o 



LU 
-J 

a 

h- 
cr 
< 

o 

LU 
CE 

Z3 
I- 

o 

if 

ZD 



T 



C\J 



LU 
O 
< 

o 

co 



O 



LU 

o 

oc 
< 





CM 



43 



BNSDOCID: <EP 075623BA1_I_> 



EP 0 756 238 A1 



CM 



O LU 





CD — 5 
>- CD 



wig 




CM CM 



CM 



44 



EP 0 756 238 A1 




45 



EP 0 756 238 A1 



LL 



LU 
_J 

o 

I— 
CO 

< 

Q 
UJ 

cc 

t- 
o 

if 



CVJ 



o 
g 

o 



LU 



CM CV« 

S 



CQ LU 

Q 

CC CO 



_ t±f 3E 
o 

-= LU ^ 
OC Q — 




UJ 

fee 

CO 
COO 



ili 

O LU I— 
LU Q 



LL 


h- 


O 


Z 




ZD 




a 


o 


z 


■ 1 1 


1 — 

o 


POW! 


DETE 





46 

BNSDOCID: <EP _0756238A1 J_> 



EP0 756 238 A1 




111 
_J 
O 

I— 

< 

o 
IJJ 

oc 

Z> 

I- 
o 
< 



ODO 
^ UJ h- 



CM 



47 



EP 0 756 238 A1 



FIG. 13 
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FIG. 14 
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